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In the year 2025:

a pivotal moment for the trade union movement

2025 is shaping to be a pivotal moment year for the labour movement and
for the concerns we represent in the Greener Jobs Alliance - green skills,
the secure jobs of the future, trade union rights and protections, and
solidarity around putting these things together to build a better future for
all. With so much going on, good and bad, this year will be key to the
outcome of that struggle.

But we cannot ignore the ascendancy of a political and ideological outlook
diametrically opposed to the principles outlined above. Arguments for
climate-oriented jobs are being swamped as all the main political parties,
abetted by the mainstream media, prioritise anti-migrant, anti-woke and
anti-welfare narratives above the day-to-day economic hardships that
increasing wealth inequality is bringing about, and where the economy is
discussed it is usually to argue that dealing with catastrophic climate
change is a 'luxury’'we cannot currently afford.

Worse, the term ‘green issues’ is used pejoratively as a scapegoat for
economic downturn. For example, blaming the closure at Port Talbot and
that threatened at Scunthorpe, and the associated job losses, on net zero
targets when it is the absence of policies to safeguard workers as we
transition from a fossil fuelled economy to a renewables-based one that is
the problem. As with Trump in the US, the Right peddles outright
falsehoods like the 'high cost' of renewables to justify its position. The
need for organised opposition to these opportunist and fake narratives has
never been more imperative.

That is why a Trade Union Year of Action on Climate is such a critical event
for the union movement to redress the balance. Too many workers are
being led towards a cliff edge by the ‘drill baby drill/scrap net zero’ ethos of
Reform and their ilk; regardless of the rhetoric, fossil resources are
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dwindling and the future of the sector is finite. Trade Union leaderships cannot simply be reactive and
follow where these charlatans take them with a false promise of jobs. We should be taking the lead in
arguing for climate jobs as the key to long term job security for workers.

Thankfully, the overwhelming maijority of unions and members recognise this, that's why the Year of
Action was passed without opposition at last years TUC. Now we need to put those words into effect. A
number of unions, with NEU at the head of the line, are in the process of calling for widespread action on
climate across the whole twelve month period starting with the highly significant COP30 in Brazil this
November. This will include 'seasonal’ events linked to, for example, Heat Strikes and fuel poverty
during winter, sectoral actions around education, transport and others, and linking with the broader \We
Demand Change events to take place around the country.

The kinds of trade union described in this newsletter are how we will build towards making that Year of
Action a success. Plans will be further developed and discussed at an important online meeting, The
Climate Crisis Is A Working Class Issue - Building A Year Of Trade Union Climate Action, hosted by
Campaign Against Climate Change, on Wednesday May 7th; register here to join us.

Tahir Latif
Secretary, Greener Jobs Alliance
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NEU commits to year of trade union climate action

The main points from the climate motion passed
at the NEU national Conference just before
easter.

Conference recognises

e The reelection of Donald Trump on a climate
denial platform threatens the future of the
children we educate.

e |f the first duty of a government is to keep its
people safe, a failure to invest 2% a year to
meet the challenge of climate breakdown
puts us all at risk

e schools are at risk from extreme weather,
flooding and high fossil fuel energy bills

e the insufficiently addressed existential threat
of climate/ecological breakdown is
contributing to the epidemic of mental ill
health now afflicting schools

Conference believes that the UK should

e support and implement Brazil's proposal for a
global 2% tax on all billionaires to fund
Global South green transition; and tax all
billionaire income increases to raise the
annual $1.3 Trillion needed for it, and
penalise banks that finance fossil fuel
development.

e not increase military spending at the cost of
all other investment, including in pay, schools
and green transition, or at the expense of the
world's poorest people by cutting
development aid, but instead seek peaceful
ends to conflicts and global cooperation on
common problems.

And that schools should

e teach the realities of climate and ecological
breakdown throughout the curriculum and
the current curriculum review will be

inadequate if it does not require this
e be hubs for community action and debate on
how to fix the problem; to turn anxiety into
purposeful action.

Conference recognises the need to sharply
increase union capacity to build the year of TU
climate action, which should start in September
2025 with the Brazil COP as a key mobilising
moment.

Conference congratulates the Executive on signing
the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty and
instructs it to

e organise a Climate/Ecological Education
Conference with other unions and climate
campaigns during the year of action, as we
did in 2019.

e Support a campaign for schools to boycott
the Science Museum Group while they are
sponsored by Adani and BP.

e work with other unions and climate
campaigns to initiate and encourage
members to support outward facing half
termly workplace events during the TU year
of climate action, including monthly
webinars and action on extreme weather

e signpost green bargaining in all Reps
training

e organise national and regional networks of
District Green officers and sustainability
leads,

e campaign for all schools to have a
sustainability lead structure in dialogue with
trade unions and students and for all LA’s
and MATSs to have a just transition body

e establish a committee of lay members and
staff to take this forward starting with
Summer term all member zoom and
regional meetings.




NEW TUC GREEN
ACTION TOOLKIT

Greener Workplaces for a Just

Transition: A TUC Toolkit for
Trade Unionists

Introducing the TUC's toolkit
for worker-led green action!

This important new resource has
all the information and case
studies reps and branches would
want to start impactful worker-
led climate and sustainability Scan above or visit:
action in workplaces to address www.tuc.org.uk/resource/green
the climate emergency, . er-workplaces-just-transition
futureproof jobs, and negotiate
for greener and fairer

e

workplaces. ’ \ ® North East, Yorkshire
& & Humber (NEY&H)




The new Greener Workplaces Toolkit from
the TUC provides all the information, tools, and
ideas to effectively campaign, organise, raise
awareness, and WIN on green issues in our
movement.

This timely addition to our trade unionist arsenal
includes negotiating and bargaining checklists,
essential information on all the different areas of
workplace sustainability, and helps you ensure
that workers and unions have a central voice in
shaping the changes needed in every workplace
to ensure a just transition to a greener and fairer
UK.

It's designed to support the work of individual
green reps and branches, as a key document
for TUC and union training courses, and to
broaden the potential of every green rep to
navigate the new challenges, opportunities,
workplace changes, and conversations in this
era of net zero and disastrous climate change.

With the Year of Trade Union Climate Action
kicking off this September, this handbook will be
the essential starting point in many branches to
help reps and members conceptualise the
issues and plan campaigns over this vital year.

Check out and share the TUC’s recent green
rep webinar and toolkit launch event here.

Sam Perry Green Bargaining Officer North East,
Yorkshire, and Humber TUC

Newsletter

Last year, the TUC launched a project aimed at
future-proofing jobs in manufacturing industry,
and is now producing a new quarterly
newsletter, dedicated to

e safeguard jobs through technological
change, climate change, and economic
turmoil.

e support trade union reps and officers in
manufacturing sectors, to secure the
industrial upgrades we need, and
secure good, union jobs for this
generation and the next, making the
cars, chemicals, and building materials
of the future.

e explore the steps necessary to future-
proof our industries, focusing on
innovative strategies to safeguard jobs
in vulnerable sectors.

e highlight inspiring examples of climate
action in the workplace, aiming to create
a future where industries thrive while
meeting climate goals.

If you want to speak up and ensure workers'
voices are heard, or if you would like to discuss



https://www.tuc.org.uk/resource/greener-workplaces-just-transition
https://www.tuc.org.uk/resource/greener-workplaces-just-transition
https://www.tuc.org.uk/resource/greener-workplaces-just-transition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLbfgGclYTY

how they can support your workplace or if you have ideas or stories you'd like to share that may
appear in future editions. Please get in touch.

The TUC Future Proofing Manufacturing web page is here.

Subscribe to the Newsletter here.

Manufacturing Reps speaking out against the Far Right

The TUC is gathering union reps in manufacturing sectors who want to speak out on TV and radio
against Reform as part of the TUC’s Future Proofing Industry project.

Just like Trump, the far-right claim to speak for workers. But they have openly opposed workers’
rights and trade unions when they voted against the Employments Rights bill. Their real goal is to
manipulate communities that rely on manufacturing jobs, to whip up hatred and get votes for
themselves.

We’re looking for people who

Want to speak out against the far right
Will do TV or radio interviews about why Reform need to be stopped
Work or have worked in manufacturing and process sectors like automotive, chemicals,
glass, ceramics, fabrication, metals etc
e Are passionate about protecting their friends, families and communities from the far right

Is this you?

Together with project partners NEON (htips://www.neweconomyorganisers.org/) we’ll support
people in the network with:

Training to do TV, radio interviews and social media videos

Arranging TV and radio interviews, and support in doing them

Data on what messages persuade people who might be tempted by Reform

Solidarity and comradeship

A network and space to talk with each other

If you want to Join the network, If you would prefer to chat with us for further information,
drop us an email futureproofing@tuc.org.uk
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Reviving hopes for a Just Transition
in Scotland

The Just Transition Partnership has held two
events in the last month to take the shared
message of trade unions and climate groups to
people and politicians in Scotland.

First, Dr Ewan Gibbs presented the findings of his
research, learning from workers who have
experienced industrial transition in the UK in the
past, at our webinar on 24 March. Ryan Morrison of
the Scottish Trade Union Congress (STUC) shared
their research on the development of offshore wind
in Scotland to contrast how the transition is being
managed for workers today.

You can watch highlights of "Experiences of Energy
Transitions — lessons from the past" here. The
report on “Workers' Perspectives on Energy
Transitions in Britain” is available here.

On 1 April at the Scottish Parliament, the General
Secretary of the STUC, Roz Foyer, and Campaigns
Manager at Friends of the Earth Scotland, Rosie
Hampton, spoke together alongside allies of the
Partnership, Ann Joss from the RMT and Laurie
MacFarlane of Future Economy Scotland. The
event was sponsored by Sarah Boyack MSP and
was well attended by Scottish Labour and Scottish
Green Party members of the Parliament. Across
these events, the Partnership has stated the urgent
need to revive hopes for a just transition among
workers in Scotland and the communities

JUST TRANSITION )
PARTNERSHIP

JUST TRANSITION
PARTNERSHIP

who are most affected. At Grangemouth and in the
offshore oil and gas sector, people’s livelihoods are
being put on the line, with few alternative
opportunities coming from Scotland’s growing
number of offshore wind farms or their supply
chains. have set ambition without action and relied
on private companies and the market to deliver
without setting the terms.

The lessons from Dr Ewan Gibbs’ research are a
reminder that industrial transitions can be managed
well and some have been here in the UK even in
recent decades. The involvement of workers at the
centre of planning and the role of the public sector in
managing change are evidently key parts of those
stories which we don’t see today.

Our political leaders need to look back to our recent
history if they want to turn promise of a just transition
into reality. We will continue to share our collective
demands for policies in place of promises.

You can watch the recording of our webinar on our
Youtube channel here and snapshots from our
parliamentary event can be seen below.

Matthew Crighton Secretary Just Transition

Partnership
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Tipping Points

90% of new generating capacity came
from renewables in 2024

2024 global net additions of electricity capacity by technology
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What is significant is that these trends of
dominance of the new generation are global. It
is not a question of renewable energy being
mostly restricted to a few western states who
incentivise renewables, as tended to be the
case until around 20 years ago. Now
renewables have emerged as the cheapest
source of power across the globe. To listen to
the self-styled ‘net zero sceptics’ in the UK, you
would think that the advances towards near 100
percent ‘clean energy’ in the UK (as defined by
the UK Government) were some sort of
aberrant woke nonsense dreamed up by Ed
Miliband. Yet the IRENA figures suggest it is
just reflective of a global trend. It is the ‘net zero

sceptics’ who are the aberrant ones!From David
Toke’s substack Renewables provided over 90 per
cent of the world's increase in generation capacity in
2024. How is this happening? Which you can read
here.

Renewable generation is iea

set to surpass coal’s in 2025

Global electricity generation by source, historical & forecast to 2027
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Rooftop potential

Researchers from China, Germany and the
United States, estimate that from 2020 to 2050,
potential carbon mitigation from rooftop
photovoltaics (RPVs) “could provide the single
largest contribution to mitigation in 2050.”

China's solar panel exports to global south have overtaken global
north after more than doubling in two years

Annual exports, gigawatts

Il Global north [l Global south

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

CarbonBrief

Source: Ember
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-025-02276-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-025-02276-3

The cost of Nuclear
When Reform and the Conservatives say that electricity from renewables is too
expensive and we need to invest more in nuclear...For more on why this isn't the case,

see here.
UK new power generation costs (£/MWh 2024)
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wind (Hinkley C)
In Germany, Der Tagesspiegel reports that CSU | develop mini nuclear power stations, as
leader Markus Soder “has abandoned his part of plans to build a “fleet” of them alongside
demands for a return to nuclear energy in larger projects. Unlike conventional plants,
Germany” after negotiations with the CDU and | SMRs do not need to be built on the coast and
SPD. the government wants to open up far more
areas as potential sites, in a developer-led
But in the UK Keir Starmer is set to approve approach that will replace rules that allow
investment for the construction of the Sizewell C | nuclear power stations only in eight named
nuclear plant in Suffolk ahead of the June locations. This will generate resistance on the
spending review and announce the outcome of | basis of cost and risk.
a competition to
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Green True Blues? Conservative

dissent

“Kemi’s policy commission should consider the
cost of climate change, not just the cost of net-
zero. Her speech expressed understandable
concern about the cost of decarbonisation, but
this needs to be weighed against the huge
financial damage that will be caused if global
heating continues unchecked,” Theresa Villiers
in the Spectator

“The Conservatives are looking for a new policy
on the energy transition...But that doesn’t mean
the Conservatives should turn their backs on the
energy transition, or indeed action on climate
change, which remains vital for passing on a
good inheritance to our children and
grandchildren.” Sam Hall in Conservative
Home where he also notes that
e ‘being realistic about our North Sea oil
and gas reserves” means recognising
that “they cannot give us energy
independence anymore” and “Even if we
hadn’t over-taxed the sector (! our ironic
exclamation mark) and ended new
licences, output would still be in terminal
decline.”
e Fracking “can’t be relied upon to power
our economy in the decades ahead.”
e “So if we want energy self-sufficiency and
security, that means we need an honest
plan to build more British renewables.”

Of course, they think this can be done in a
market (profit) led transition, but they are
Conservatives...

What a load of rubbish!

“I send back to the West that which belongs
to them, that is to say, the refuse of society
that invades us every day.”

This mask is part of a series of sculptures made
from repurposed materials by Romauld Hazoumé,
an artist from Benin in West Africa, who sends
a powerful message about the harms caused
by climate change, capitalism and our hyper-
consumerist society.

See his talk here.
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Every Black Cloud

A Wall Street Journal article says that the
‘president’s tariff blitz sent oil prices tumbling
14% in two days, bludgeoning frackers” and the
FT reports that US shale oil products are “facing
their gravest threat in years, as a sudden crude
price sell-off triggered by Donald Trump’s trade
war has pushed parts of the sector to the brink
of failure, executives have warned” and US oill
producers are likely to shut down at least 25
drilling rigs, according to the investment bank
Citigroup, which warned that this number will
surge if oil prices fall again.

The US Energy Information Administration has
lowered its projections for US and global oil
demand for 2025 and 2026. The Wall Street
Journal reports that Trump’s trade policies and
the potential for a global recession is “poised to
reduce international sales and domestic output
of fossil fuels”. The Daily Telegraph notes that
Trump’s pledge to “revive” the US fossil-fuel
industry is “already at risk of falling apart after
the president’s tariff blitz triggered the biggest oil
crisis since the pandemic’.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) says that
oil demand is expected to slow sharply this year
following US tariffs on trade, by around a third
from 1.03m barrels a day to 730,000 b/d

As Oscar Wilde put it, “You’d have to have a
heart of stone not to laugh.”

Why zonal electricity pricing is a bad

move

The GMB, Unite, Unison, Prospect, and
steelworkers’ union, Community, have rightly
signed an open letter to Ed Miliband and
Jonathan Reynolds alongside energy-intensive
industries, like steel, glass, and ceramics and
also renewable industries calling on the
government to rip up plans for zonal electricity
pricing (which is being pushed by Octopus,
among others) on the basis that, while this
would provide profit opportunities for energy
suppliers it would lead to sharply increased bills
in areas with large populations and energy
hungry industries and introduce chaos into the
energy transition.

This has been the experience in Sweden where
price differentials between zones have
multiplied fivefold since 2020, leaving
customers around Stockholm with volatile high
prices. The zonal premium added 30% to the
cost of bills in southern Sweden last year.
When a zonal market goes out of balance, it
happens fast, creating fluctuating and
skyrocketing prices for consumers living in
high-demand regions. The idea that people and
steel plants would move to, say, Orkney, where
the bills would be lower, is beyond far-fetched.

Nationalised water is cheaper

New research from the University of
Greenwich has found that an average of 35%
of customer bills in 2023-2024 went to pay for
the interest on companies’ debt piles, and pay
dividends to shareholders. The worst case
scenario for nationalising water still leaves
households better off.
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New Rules

China.

Dialogue Earth reports that
provincial governments are
“speeding up work on carbon-
footprint standards” to allow
sectors such as steelmaking
and electric vehicle (EV)
battery manufacturing to avoid
the EU’s carbon-border
adjustment mechanism
(CBAM).

The price of China’s “green
electricity certificates” will
continue to fall, as the
“‘environmental value of green
electricity is severely
undervalued”.

International Energy Net
reports that China has issued a
notice emphasising its focus
on “inter-provincial and cross-
regional transmission channel
projects” and “supporting
transmission projects” for
renewable energy “bases” in
desert regions in 2025.

UK

West Cumbria Mining, the
company behind the proposal
for a new coal mine in
Whitehaven has withdrawn its
planning application after the
Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local
Government confirmed they
rescinded the planning
application after initially
reassessing the proposals.

The government has approved
plans to extend the Rampion
offshore wind farm off the
Sussex coast by adding 90
turbines This is expected to add
about 1.2 gigawatts of clean
power and create 4,000 jobs in
the construction phase of the
project; due to begin next year.

A plan for a megafarm in
Norfolk that would have housed
14,000 pigs and 714,000
chickens has been rejected by
councillors over concerns about
its climate impact in a first-of-its-
kind decision based on the 2024
Supreme Court judgment that
decision makers should
consider the climate impact of
new projects.

EU

Despite opposition from
conservative and far right
MEPs, the European
Parliament's Environment
Committee has voted to uphold
crucial funding for
environmental and climate
projects, including support for
environmental NGOs, through
the EU’s LIFE programme,
which provides around €700
million a year for environmental
conservation and climate
efforts, supporting
organisations like local NGOs,
small businesses, and local
authorities in the fight against
climate change and for nature
protection.

The EU and China have
agreed to look into setting
minimum prices of Chinese-
made electric vehicles instead
of tariffs imposed by the EU
last year.

12




UK

The government plans to
extend the UK’s partial ban
on burning vegetation on
peat bogs, protecting a
further 146,000 hectares of
moorland. Peatlands have
been called the UK’s
“rainforests” because of their
capacity to lock away
carbon. This is eroded by
burning heather on peatland
to encourage growth of the
young heather on which
grouse like to feed, so they
can be shot for sport.

This will extend protection to
peat of more than 30cm
depth and apply regardless
of whether the peatisin a
SSSI, which should increase
the area protected to more
than half of England’s total
677,250ha of deep peat.

Ireland will go ahead with at
least three more offshore
wind auctions by the end of
this decade, bringing it close
to its target of 80% of
electricity generation from
renewable sources by 2030.

USA A federal judge has
ruled that five government
agencies must release
billions of dollars in funding
for climate and

infrastructure-related projects,
which had been paused by the
Trump administration. Trump-
appointee US district judge
Mary McElroy has issued a
temporary, nationwide
injunction that instructs the
administration to release the
funds, while a lawsuit
launched by environmental
nonprofit groups proceeds
concluding the freeze was
“arbitrary and capricious” and
that the powers asserted by
the federal agencies, including
the White House’s Office of
Management and Budget, to
stop the payouts are not found
in federal law. “Agencies do
not have unlimited authority to
further a president’s agenda,
nor do they have unfettered
power to hamstring in
perpetuity two statutes passed
by Congress during the
previous administration”.

Vietnam The latest energy
development plan envisages
the elimination of coal by
2050, with an immediate push
for a sharp increase in on and
offshore wind and
decentralised solar power, not
connected to the grid, on
homes and commercial
buildings by 2030.

Photo Stefanie loos

Quote of the month

“Even if only the UK would
implement net zero, and no
one else in the world, the UK
would still massively benefit.

All the measures that you
need, like insulating homes,
like having fewer cars, having
better public transport, have
huge health benefits that just
increase the quality of life”

Dr Fredi Otto, Climate
Scientist and contributing
editor for Carbon Brief
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https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/e/854853/-files-Peatland20factsheet-pdf/5zkd5y/2506711543/h/9O3I03gZjOR7TE1SR5HLMYVprVnAEqav643_M312tGo
https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/e/854853/-files-Peatland20factsheet-pdf/5zkd5y/2506711543/h/9O3I03gZjOR7TE1SR5HLMYVprVnAEqav643_M312tGo

Events

Wed 7tk May 7pm
online meeting:

TRADE UNION YEAR OF
CLIMATE ACTION

The Climate Crisis is @ Working
Class Issue - Building a Year of

Trade Union Climate Action
tinyurl.com/tu-7-may

The Climate Crisis is a Working Class Issue:

Fare Free London organising meeting,
on line, Tuesday 13 May, 7pm

You are invited to attend. Please RSVP on the link
below and we will send you an invitation in
advance.

The agenda will include: reports on actions in
support of free public transport in London, e.g.
passing a motion, giving out flyers, discussions in
a campaign group or trade union. We would be
interested to hear from elsewhere in the UK too. If
you have NOT yet done stuff, and are trying to
work out how to start — dial in and listen to what
others have done.

There will also be meetings on Wednesday 11
June (on line) and Tuesday 22 July (in person).

Our survey: next steps

Building a Year of Trade Union Climate Action,
to hear from trade unions supporting the year of
action and from grassroots campaigns on key
climate issues such as fuel poverty and heat
exposure at work. Join the discussion on how we
can build for a year of action from the grassroots
up, in our unions, our workplaces and in our wider
communities, and what key moments and themes
can be included.

Wednesday 7th May Sign up now

The meeting is part of the With Banners Held High
festival, held annually in Wakefield - links to other
events here, and the festival itself is 10 May this
year.

We have begun interviewing people for our
survey, to learn more about the impact of public
transport costs on Londoners, at community
centres and advice sessions for migrants. The
initial results are sobering. People take the bus
because they can not afford the tube. They walk
because they can not afford either. In one of the
richest cities in the world, in 2025.

We will be continuing to interview people for the
survey over the summer. If you can help us, e.g.
by inviting us to a community venue where we can
interview people, or by doing interviews yourself,
please get in touch.

Full details on the front page of our web site.
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https://actionnetwork.org/events/the-climate-crisis-is-a-working-class-issue-building-a-year-of-trade-union-climate-action
https://actionnetwork.org/events/the-climate-crisis-is-a-working-class-issue-building-a-year-of-trade-union-climate-action
https://actionnetwork.org/events/the-climate-crisis-is-a-working-class-issue-building-a-year-of-trade-union-climate-action
https://linktr.ee/withbannersheldhigh
https://linktr.ee/withbannersheldhigh
https://forms.gle/KCTBqrXLmkiM2EZB7
https://www.farefreelondon.org/
https://www.farefreelondon.org/

Just Transition Rally -
Wednesday 14th May at 8.30am

Climate activists and trade unionists will gather
outside Parliament to demand a just energy
transition is funded in the Comprehensive
Spending Review. If you can make it to London,
please SAVE THE DATE, more details soon...
This is a critical moment in the transition away
from oil and gas. Let’'s make this rally as big as
possible to send a clear message to Rachel
Reeves: North Sea oil and gas workers and their
communities must be protected as we transition
away from fossil fuels. We need a just transition
funding package that matches the scale of the
challenge and the opportunity ahead of us. And
we need that funding now.

Platform, Uplift, Greenpeace, Oil Change
International, Friends of the Earth Scotland
and Global Justice Now

GMB Congress Fringe Meeting: “The
Climate Crisis is a Working Class
Issue” 17:30 8th June Old Ship Inn

Time to relaunch GMB for a Green New Deal!

Speakers from GMB’s Amazon Warehouse
Branch and Uber and Taxi Drivers Branch, as
well as speakers from The Peace and Justice
Project, Heat Strike, Equity for a Green New
Deal, and Fuel Poverty Action.

Energy Supply Chain Conference
Hosted by TUC

Saturday 5 July 2025 Newcastle Civic Centre

Are you working in the onshore oil and gas supply
chain in the North East of England?

We’d love for you to attend our one-day TUC Oil
and Gas Supply Chain Conference on Saturday,
July 5, at the Civic Centre, Barras Bridge,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8QH.

This conference will bring together trade union
officials, reps, and members, as well as key allies,
to help us collectively:

e Coordinate on issues facing workplaces
and sites involved in the onshore oil and
gas supply chains. Most UK oil and gas
Jjobs are in the onshore supply chain,
estimated at around 100,000.

e Sirategise on how unions and workers can
organise to safeguard their work, win union
recognition, and win better terms and pay.

e Explore how supply chain sites can
futureproof operations and jobs through
upgrades and/or by diversifying to other
markets, like defence or clean power.

Apply here to attend

Heat Strike - Week of Action - 14th to 18th
July 2025

Heat Strike campaign will be calling for a Week of
Action this Summer. More info will be available
soon.

15



https://tuc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ebd004a8047907dc47d269fd1&id=e4fc314dae&e=92607933e5

Green Bites

215

Trillion Litres of water used every
year by the fashion industry
according to a UN Report. Doubling
the lifespan of clothes would cut
fashion’s carbon footprint by 44%.
Time for a trip to the Oxfam shop.

40%

Drop in average global living
standards if global heating rises to
4C according to a new Australian
study that finds 4C warming will make
the average person 40% poorer — an
almost four-fold increase on some
estimates, and average global GDP
per person will be reduced by 16%
even if warming is kept to 2C higher.
“Unaffordable” enough Kemi
Badenoch?

69,313

electric cars were sold in the UK in
March 2025; 43% more than in the
same month last year.”

£3-5 billion

How much the country would save
every year if water were
nationalised.

$38 Trillion

in damages expected by 2050 in a
2.5C warming scenario. How
“affordable” is that Kemi Badenoch?

4000 MW

of new onshore wind power projects
approved in Germany in the first
quarter of 2025, with more than
1,000 MW added in new
installations, signalling a potential
record year for the sector.

Less than 500/0 of the passenger
capacity of the Channel Tunnel is
currently being used.

B

See the Runways to Railways
Report for more details.

b
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/03/1161636
https://weownit.org.uk/news/governments-worst-case-scenario-for-nationalising-water-still-leaves-households-better-off/
https://weownit.org.uk/news/governments-worst-case-scenario-for-nationalising-water-still-leaves-households-better-off/
https://www.edie.net/food-investors-warned-of-38trn-climate-risks-through-2050/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025+CID_015962428afd17e9b9ca19f207e9b48a&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Food%20investors%20warned%20of%2038trn%20climate%20risks%20through%202050
https://www.edie.net/food-investors-warned-of-38trn-climate-risks-through-2050/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025+CID_015962428afd17e9b9ca19f207e9b48a&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Food%20investors%20warned%20of%2038trn%20climate%20risks%20through%202050
https://www.edie.net/food-investors-warned-of-38trn-climate-risks-through-2050/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_17-04-2025+CID_015962428afd17e9b9ca19f207e9b48a&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Food%20investors%20warned%20of%2038trn%20climate%20risks%20through%202050
https://bettertransport.org.uk/research/runways-to-railways-unlocking-the-potential-of-the-channel-tunnel/
https://bettertransport.org.uk/research/runways-to-railways-unlocking-the-potential-of-the-channel-tunnel/

Please use this Newsletter as a mobilising and organising tool

Write for us. Send us information about details of developments, campaigns and
events in your union or community. Email to gjanewsdesk@gmail.com

Maximum word limit 500 (subject to negotiation and/or ruthless precis and our editorial

good taste committee).
Deadline is the 5th of every month.

Sign up to receive Newsletters every Month. Send your email address to
gianewsdesk@gmail.com

New on the Debate Blog

e Retrofit for the Future Following the launch of this desperately
needed campaign at the end of March, we published two articles by
Ellen Robottom arguing that the campaign would be strengthened by
the active involvement of trade unions,including but not confined to
those with current and potential members in the sector, to push and
organise for a fully climate conscious comprehensive public works
approach that is also a vehicle for mass public education and
mobilisation, carrying within it the possibility of being socially
transformative as well as more technically proficient, effective and
less damaging than the reliance on private sector micro companies
we currently have.

e Workforce skills for decarbonising enerqy, especially
for retrofitting buildings The GJA submission to the DESNZ
inquiry

e We demand Change Climate Workshop - watch and read the

speeches “Social justice is the same as environmental justice. And as we see
in the US, what starts as an attack on the far right’s traditional targets, ends with
with the dramatic reduction of essential measures to prevent catastrophic climate

breakdown.” From the speech by GJAs Denis Fernando
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