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Draw a red line. It’s time to tax the super-rich and invest that money in climate solutions that truly 
work for people and communities. Photo from 350.org  Kumi Naidoo, President of the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty A petition for a wealth tax from Oxfam is here.

No:81No:81
Newsletter February 2026

Contents
• Editorial: Trump is an

old man in a hurry
• Invitation to host a

National Emergency
Briefing film show

• Trade Union Round
Up - BAM agreed at
COP - Putting the case
for Worker Protection
to the Climate Change
Committee - Greening
UNISON conference
- UNISON’s Year
of Climate Action
programme - Just
Transition  for Fossil
Fuel Workers - Heart
unions week in the
Year of Climate Action
- Air pollution and other
climate risks

• Reality Checks -
Windfarms in China
do exist! - Gas bubble
about to pop? - And AI?
- The Costs of Climate
inaction - Doomsday
clock

• Press Watch
• Reform Watch
• Expand Free Public

Transport call from
Cross-Party group
of local Election
Candidates

• Reasons to be
cheerful in China,
India, the US, UK (and
Amsterdam),

• Events - Education
union webinars -
Climate and Nature
Education Festival
- Feminists Demand
Climate Justice Book
Launch - GFTU
Webinar: Climate and
Ecological Crisis and
the Role of Trade
Unions

• Green Bites

Donald Trump is an old man in a hurry
The attempt to reassert US Global Energy Dominance based on digging in on fossil 
fuels is being undermined by the increasingly rapid spread of renewable energy - 
especially solar panels - across the world; leading to countries either already having 
passed peak fossil fuel use, or approaching it, leading to Fossil Fuel investment 
increasingly understood to be stranded assets, beneath all the bravado and bluster.

Hence the hectic pace of interventions since the New Year and some of the 
paradoxes - trying to seize control of Venezuela's oil on behalf of Fossil Fuel 
companies that are none too keen on investing in it and who see it as a 
“poisoned chalice”.

The Times notes that Venezuela has the world’s largest proven oil reserves, an 
estimated 303bn barrels: but that restoring oil output to former highs could cost up to 
$200bn “under an arduous process lasting more than a decade”; and even doubling 
production to 2m barrels by the early 2030s would cost $115bn – some three times 
ExxonMobil and Chevron’s combined capital expenditure last year.

Reuters also notes that oil prices fell due to “expectations of ample global supply 
amid weak demand” on the prospect of higher Venezuelan production which, 
if sustained, would “hurt” US shale firms which the Financial Times reports as 
“seething over the president’s plan to flood America with Venezuelan crude”. 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-oxfam/chancellor-rachel-reeves-tax-wealth-now/
https://www.theenergymix.com/venezuela-raid-collides-with-failing-oil-demand-as-trump-opens-new-era-of-geopolitical-threat/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=e974b35713-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-e974b35713-510015866
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/trump-offers-us-oil-companies-poisoned-chalice-venezuela-2026-01-06/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-27&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UK+EV+surge+US+refiners+Venezuela+winners+China+s+green+consumption+plan
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tb/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxNzU4Mzc1MzgwNzg5NTExMDksXCJyXCI6MTc1ODM3NTU3MTAyMjE2NzE1fSIsInMiOiI3MGZjZDZhN2U4MjE0OTBlIn0
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tb/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxNzU4Mzc1MzgwNzE2MTEwNzMsXCJyXCI6MTc1ODM3NTU3MTAyMjE2NzE1fSIsInMiOiJiYjhmZTZlZTE3NzYzY2E1In0
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Invitation 
to host a 
National 
Emergency 
Briefing 
screening
If you recall, or attended, the 
National Emergency Briefing 
at Westminster Central Hall on 
27 November, you’ll be aware 
that some powerful warnings 
about the climate crisis were 
delivered by some of the UK’s 
leading climate scientists.  The 
organisers of the event have 
sent us the following message 
about next steps, and we 
would encourage trade unions, 
campaign and community 
groups across the country to 
try to take up the opportunity 
of showing the film to as many 
people as possible:

“The National Emergency 
Briefing (NEB) is a non-partisan 
public-information initiative 
bringing together leading 
UK experts to present clear, 
evidence-based briefings on the 
climate and nature emergency. 
Following the landmark 
briefing in Westminster, NEB 
is now rolling out a 45-minute 
public-information film for local 
screenings across the UK, 
accompanied by facilitated 
discussion. NEB is inviting 
member organisations and 
local groups to host screenings 
in community venues such 
as village halls, churches or 
community centres. Organisers 
are supported with a full toolkit, 
including the film, guidance and 
digital publicity assets. 

Find out more here, visit or 
contact info@nebriefing.org.”

Quotes of the month
“Extreme heat also hits the hip pocket. Families pay through higher 
power bills and rising insurance premiums…

Extreme heat is already deadly. Fossil fuels are making it worse. And 
we can change course – if we choose to.” 

Amanda McKenzie; CEO of Australia’s Climate Council

“As the planet broke heat records, fossil fuel profits continued to surge. 
And in cyberspace, algorithms rewarded falsehoods, fuelled hatred, 
and provided authoritarians with powerful tools of control,” 

Antonio Gutierrez UN Secretary General

The simultaneous crisis over Greenland underlines the paradoxes of a US 
Army Report from 2019 which identified melting Arctic ice both as 

•	 a symptom of a trajectory of climate change that, left unchecked, would 
lead to water wars (meaning that US interventions in large parts of 
the world would have to bring in their own water supplies) and, later, 
the collapse of infrastructure, then social order, then the armed forces 
themselves even in the US as the impacts of it overwhelmed the 
capacity to respond and 

•	 as an opportunity for the US to take control of the resources uncovered 
by it, including the hydrocarbons driving the crisis in the first place. 

The level of cognitive dissonance is mind boggling. Both Greenland 
and Venezuela also have large reserves of minerals needed for energy 
transition and advanced weaponry. The Guardian notes that the US attacks 
will ultimately decide whether this “vast mineral wealth”  helps to drive 
the energy transition or a “buildup of military power to defend…fossil-fuel 
interests”.

The UK government is continuing to invest in renewable energy and grid 
upgrades and will need to continue the current pace of this to meet its 
electrification targets (8GW of extra capacity annually). 

But this trajectory towards sustainability is coming under ferocious attack 
from the UK agents of the Trump administration and Fossil Fuel industry 
(Conservatives and Reform at its core with most of the Daily Press in 
braying support) with a massive campaign of disinformation which, were 
it to succeed, would lead to more carbon emissions, higher energy bills, 
fewer jobs...and higher profits for Fossil Fuel companies (which is where the 
motivation comes from). 

This trajectory will also be put at risk from the drive to more than double 
military spending by 2035, as will any investment in education, health, 
transport infrastructure - or anything else worthwhile - so making sure that 
the trade union movement continues to push back against this is vital. This 
Open Letter from Demilitarise Education is part of that, so please sign 
and pass it around.   

Paul Atkin Ed

https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/ty/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxNzYwMTc5NzgxMTcwNjQyNTIsXCJyXCI6MTc2MDE3OTk3OTQ3NzMzODY0fSIsInMiOiI1NzA5YWZlNTQ4N2I4NmEyIn0
https://ded1.co/how-we-do-it/open-letter-2025
https://www.nebriefing.org/take-action
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Trade Union Round Up
BAM agreed at the COP 
Despite initial opposition from the UK and EU negotiating teams, a Just Transition Mechanism was agreed at 
COP 30; including a set of key principles on Just Transition which cement rights language and outcomes, and 
participation into the process, like

“The importance of ensuring broad and meaningful participation involving all relevant stakeholders, including 
workers affected by transitions, informal workers, people in vulnerable situations, Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities, migrants and internally displaced persons, people of African descent, women, children, youth, elderly 
people and persons with disabilities, to enable effective, inclusive and participatory just transition pathways.”

There was also the acknowledgement of the role of care work, the importance of social protection, the necessity for 
social dialogue and many other important signals.

Air pollution and 
other climate risks
The Trade Union Clean Air 
Network (TUCAN) continues to 
push for a worker voice on the 
hazards of air pollution in the UK. 
As members of the Healthy Air 
Coalition we are pleased that the 
Environment Audit Committee 
has agreed to set up a review 
following representations. It 
will conduct an inquiry on Air 
Pollution. Link here.

Submissions need to be in by 
March 3rd and we will publish a 
TUCAN submission and circulate 
it to obtain union support for it.

GJA and the Hazards Movement 
are also making the case for 
legal duties on employers 
to conduct climate risk 
assessments. These should 
cover the range of hazards that 
workers will increasingly face 
from extreme weather events 
and related impacts, including air 
pollution. 

Training materials for union reps 
have been produced which will 
be launched this month.

Graham Petersen

Putting the case for Worker Protection to 
the Climate Change Committee
NEU was pleased to be invited to a meeting of the Climate Change 
Committee on 14 January. 

The Committee wanted to pick the brains of the unions present about 
the implications of climate change on the UK workforce and explore our 
views on the measures needed to adapt. 

It was largely an opportunity to focus on the impact of extreme weather 
on different sectors, specifically how rising temperatures, storms and 
flooding are impacting working conditions. NEU was the only education 
union present; other sectors represented included rail, health, fire, 
postal services and the civil service, with each union offering its own 
perspective of how its members were being negatively impacted. For 
example, the FBU highlighted one extreme case where an old fire 
engine had to be brought out of retirement from a museum and taken 
back into service because there weren't enough appliances available to 
tackle wildfires!

For NEU it was an opportunity to focus attention on the poor state of 
school buildings, including the fact that half the estate was built before 
1970, more than 80 per cent of schools contain asbestos, and half are 
at risk of flooding.

All the unions were in favour of a maximum working temperature and 
gave examples of the sort of measures that would protect workers in 
their sector. For NEU, this is also about protecting children’s learning. 
The Committee was interested to learn about the Joint Union 
Heatwave Protocol  and the way in which the education unions had 
taken the initiative to draw up sensible, practical suggestions for steps 
that schools can take to plan for and mitigate the effects of future 
heatwaves, following the extreme heat of 2022. 

The information gathered at the meeting will feed into an updated 
version of the Well-Adapted UK report, to be published later this year 
and we were assured that it will contribute to evidence-based guidance 
to help inform future Government policy. It is likely that there will be 
future liaison between the unions and the Climate Change Committee, 
which is a very positive development.

Sarah Lyons: NEU Senior Policy Manager Health, Safety & 
Environment

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/UAE_JTWP_cop30_1.pdf
https://neu.org.uk/latest/library/joint-union-heatwave-protocol
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/proposed-methodology-for-the-ccra4-advice/?chapter=2-evolving-our-approach-to-produce-the-ccra4-ia#2-1-ccra4-ia-technical-report:~:text=2.2-,CCRA4-IA%20Well-Adapted%20UK%20Report,-As%20part%20of
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9561/air-pollution-in-england/
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# HeartUnions
9-15 Feb

GJA is fully committed to supporting the trade 
union year of climate action, and agrees that the 
need to link climate action with general union 
business during this year is essential to building 
the movement we need.  Here, Claire James from 
Campaign Against Climate Change elaborates 
on what this means for the annual push around 
Valentine’s Day:

“As you're probably aware, 9-15 February is the 
annual 'Heart Unions' week, when trade unions 
spread the word about why unions are important to 
everyone at work and reach out to encourage new 
members to join. As this is a year of trade union 
climate action, during Heart Unions week we're 
going to be encouraging climate campaigners who 
aren't yet in a union to join one. 

The aim is to complement existing Heart Unions 
messages about the benefits of joining a union, but 
also specifically to help with movement building 
around the climate crisis as a working class issue. 
Having more overlap in membership between 
climate campaigns and unions can improve 
relationships and mutual support on a local level. 
And new members coming into trade unions from a 
climate campaigning background can also help the 
efforts of union members who are already working 
on building grassroots climate organising.

During Heart Unions week please do share the call 
out we'll put round with your friends and networks, 
by email and on social media.”

Further details on the CACCTU site here. 

You can now listen to the recording of the recent 
webinar on a Just Transition  for Fossil Fuel 
Workers organised by the Just Transition 
Partnership in Scotland. 
Link here.

With Chris Hamilton (Unite Grangemouth) John 
Boland (Unite, oil) Juan Pedro Castro Future 
Economy Scotland, Catrina Randall (FOE 
Scotland) Francis Stuart (STUC) this webinar 
shows “the value of bringing trades unionists 
together with environmentalists and community 
campaigners - there’s a lot more that unites us than 
divides us”. 

Francis Stuart (STUC).

Greening UNISON conference
As part of the Year of union climate action, UNISON 
is greening its conferences by removing hard 
copy information packs as standard and widening 
access to its Conference App to reduce the need for 
printed materials. 

UNISON’s Year of Climate Action 
programme 

UNISON’s Year of Climate Action programme can be 
read here aiming to

• highlight why climate change is a core trade union
issue in public services

• promote the environmental officer role

• provide engagement and activity points every month

• promote the unions’ bargaining guide on green
issues in the workplace

• encourage branches to add Green UNISON to their
agendas and to sign up to the newsletter.

Trade Union Round Up

https://www.unison.org.uk/news/article/2026/01/unison-conferences-are-going-greener/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WK041o9wsIQ
https://www.tuc.org.uk/heartunions
https://www.cacctu.org.uk/year_of_climate_action
https://www.cacctu.org.uk/heartunions
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Reality Checks
Bums on fire moment. Trump at 
Davos: "I haven't been able to find any 
windfarms in China." 
He can’t have been looking too hard.

The Trump administration is pushing coal, gas and nuclear plants 
to meet burgeoning demand from data centres, in order to avoid 
power cuts, while excluding renewable energy. 

Their problem is that no new coal has been built in a decade, nuclear 
projects have been hit by delays and cost overruns, and gas plants 
are facing lead times of up to five years. Something has to give! 
This is already taking the form of sharply rising energy bills, 
further undermining Trump’s support. This is where Reform and the 
Conservatives would take us here too.

Gas bubble about to 
pop?
Projections from the International 
Energy Agency that there will be 
robust growth in LNG demand have 
been criticised by independent 
analysts as a pragmatic response 
to extraordinary pressure from 
the Trump administration. The 
IEA projections presume a world 
in which no countries anywhere 
take any further action to reduce 
their climate pollution—or to take 
better advantage of renewable 
electrification options that are 
cheaper than fossil fuels in most 
parts of the world, go online faster, 
and are more resilient to extreme 
weather and other disruptions. As 
this is a fantasy, the projections and 
any investment that takes them as 
good coin, will run into the brick wall 
of reality soon enough.

Thomson Reuters editor and news 
analyst Antony Currie comments 
in a prediction piece for 2026 that 
renewables are on track to turn 
the LNG glut into a sinkhole.

“Solar, wind power, and batteries 
are set to make life a misery for 
the liquefied natural gas market. 
Some fossil fuel executives already 
think the push by incumbents like 
ExxonMobil, Shell, and Woodside 
Energy to hike global production 
by some 50% by 2030, per the 
International Energy Agency, is 
creating a bubble. But renewable 
energy’s advantages will make the 
pop even worse.”

And investors are starting to get 
nervous. Reuters notes that 
“climate activist shareholder group 
Follow This and more than 20 other 
investors have filed resolutions 
calling on BP and Shell to disclose 
how they will create value if global 
demand for oil and gas declines”.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-17/trump-is-pushing-gas-to-power-ai-boom-but-building-plants-take-years?sref=Oz9Q3OZU&utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-19&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Chile+wildfires+Southern+Africa+floods+High+seas+treaty+enters+force
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/soaring-electricity-costs-are-now-a-hot-political-issue-d0319a1d?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-19&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Chile+wildfires+Southern+Africa+floods+High+seas+treaty+enters+force
https://www.theenergymix.com/iea-to-project-continuing-oil-and-gas-growth-as-u-s-arm-twisting-intensifies/
https://www.theenergymix.com/u-s-threatens-to-quit-iea-if-analysis-keeps-projecting-renewable-energy-future/
https://www.theenergymix.com/lng-exporters-face-sinkhole-as-global-glut-takes-hold/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=e974b35713-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-e974b35713-510015866
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Doomsday Clock ticks on
It has just been announced that due to the threats of war and climate 
breakdown scientists have now set the Doomsday Clock at 85 Seconds 
to Midnight. Past time to push back.

And AI?
AI companies are spending 
tens of billions of dollars to 
build gigantic, energy-sucking 
data centers, often without clear 
plans for how these projects are 
going to make money.

Michael Webber, an engineering 
professor at the University of 
Texas at Austin and former chief 
technology officer at investment 
firm Energy Impact Partners, 
told the Wall Street Journal that 
“hundreds of billions of dollars or 
trillions of dollars of capital are 
on the line,” with power supply 
the “critical bottleneck.”

Despite the power pinch, 
companies financing AI borrowed 
more than $100 billion in 2025 
to build new data centres, 
according to a report in The New 
York Times. And they are paying 
higher interest rates to borrow 
due to investor scepticism 
amid accelerating fears of 
an imminent AI crash. This is 
leading to financial shenanigans 
described as “Frankenstein 
financing” reminiscent of the 
sort of debt slicing the banks 
engaged with in the run up to the 
2008 crash.

“There’s a bubble, and what’s 
going to end up happening 
is there’s going to be a 
consolidation,” 

Stephen A. Smith, executive 
director of the Southern 
Alliance for Clean Energy

Reality Checks

Image by Enrique from Pixabay

The Costs of Climate inaction
As New Scientist reports that sooner than expected climate impacts 
could wipe trillions off the global economy (with all the human misery 
that comes with that) a Report from the Institute and Faculty of 
Actuaries with the University of Exeter warns that global temperatures 
are accelerating faster than predicted: driven by a loss of ‘aerosol 
cooling’, a hidden sunshade effect created by air pollution which has 
offset around 0.5°C of warming. This hidden sunshade is now receding 
as pollution is being cut. 

This means that, without action, global heating is now likely to reach 
2°C before 2050, with major disruption to water and food systems, 
migration, and human health, climate-driven inflation, financial shocks, 
and the withdrawal of insurance from high‑risk areas much sooner 
than many expect which, in turn, increases the chance of widespread 
financial instability and ‘Planetary Insolvency’ – the risk of societal and 
economic collapse from the loss of nature’s critical support systems.

This is the fourth in a series of Reports from the IFoA and UofE – 
and also draws attention to a legacy of economic modelling that has 
downplayed the impact of climate change on economies, leading to 
complacency and delays in policy change. 

The Insurance sector is alert to the threat of climate change because 
it is a threat to their financial model, as increasing parts of the world 
become uninsurable as the risks escalate. Their assessment of the 
situation has to be accurate otherwise they go bust, so they are worth 
taking seriously; in the same way that bookkeepers odds on the results 
of elections are sometimes more accurate than opinion polls.

Critters:  OpenClipart-Vectors Pixabay

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/08012026/inside-clean-energy-what-to-expect-in-2026/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-09&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Guterres+US+regret+Venezuela+oil+guarantees+Australia+bushfires
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/26/business/ai-debt-investors.html?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap&smid=nytcore-android-share&unlocked_article_code=1._k8.KQVn.psOxSyT6LPeN
https://www.theenergymix.com/as-ai-investments-balloon-experts-see-a-bubble/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2511371-sooner-than-expected-climate-impacts-could-cost-the-world-trillions/
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-us-to-end-new-coal-mining-in-england-take-action-now?source=direct_link&&link_id=1&can_id=d79885c9812dd6b556ad4b3c5024aa95&email_referrer=email_3071686&email_subject=help-us-to-ban-new-coal-in-england-for-good&
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3XRdbJ2nNFqzgP7UzeRqXxYz9l9WSwB3d6wpjrau0DGb3BDVIHR9h-UW64NovxJixxZS7RLEJAitUHVJX-qt06KE1hfXzuVtvGjIsfac9aX3H-2y48h2Kb7WjOQDVL_v0UCaYj1WXLRr_AhR686JtVyuC_o38DA2gjwqGQeg131_dZHGQ7ofebBA9rb77oADeVCdbx_mOxsO77mpmpmQA18jK8Y4Xj1B97TQ_w_cWUhX7-81zlaOIiycrKrtYF0fBHPhfLEH2aibo3HRkSPgt2o9pUicVVtrCJBiUJw464YVQPPF2GDolEtwCBIVX7neB3dlXbK1hU5ngl8xQA4JSNU/4nn/m8CYUI4DThepTR78w5x4pQ/h0/h001.kSrklxLlHIZ0DNDGVrlWEO68OYuW6bIoCLt7LtS5b4o


7Greener Jobs Alliance Newsletter No:81 February 2026

In a new low, over 100 editorials opposing taking action on the climate crisis were published in the Sun, 
Express, Mail, Telegraph and Times, along with 112 attacking Ed Miliband personally and another 42 attacking 
renewable energy. All these - reflecting the Conservative Party’s lurch away from Johnsonian nationalist climate 
boosterism to Badenoch’s deer in the headlights immobilism in the face of a crisis she acknowledges but proposes 
to do nothing about-  argued that tackling climate change is too expensive, leaving unaddressed the catastrophic 
costs of failing to do so - and 20 of them backed eyewateringly expensive nuclear power as an alternative. 

There is an increasing 
disconnect in UK newspaper 
articles between the terms 
“climate change” and “net zero”. 

This decline - which makes it 
easier to attack polices while 
leaving the science in the 
background -has been relentless 
in all titles, but particularly 
marked in the Sun, Mail, Express 
and Telegraph.

Press Watch

https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-uk-newspaper-editorial-opposition-to-climate-action-overtakes-support-for-first-time/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-19&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Chile+wildfires+Southern+Africa+floods+High+seas+treaty+enters+force
https://theconversation.com/we-analysed-73-000-articles-and-found-the-uk-media-is-divorcing-climate-change-from-net-zero-272527


8Greener Jobs Alliance Newsletter No:81 February 2026

Expand Free Public Transport 
call from Cross-Party group of 
local Election CandidatesBums on fire in the Press Room

An example of this is the "report" endorsed by Reform 
and the Conservatives and produced by the Institute 
of Economic Affairs - the gold standard think tank who 
gave Liz Truss her economic policy- which claimed that 
net zero will "cost" £9 Trillion over the cost of doing 
nothing. This was splashed all over the Daily Mail, Daily 
Express, Daily Telegraph, the Sun and Spectator. 

This Report rested on two absurd propositions.

1.	 Fossil-fuel energy, petrol cars, gas boilers, gas 
power plants and the rest, is free; which, as we 
know from our current energy bills, is untrue. 

2.	 The cost of the climate damage that comes 
from burning fossil fuels is not part of the cost of 
continuing to use them, but a cost of replacing them 
with cheaper, lower impact alternatives; which is 
turning reality on its head. 

Manipulative journalism, and political campaigning, of 
this sort relies on people reading or listening lightly, 
without due care and attention, without questioning 
or thinking through the logic. All “news” should be 
addressed with the thought, “what do they want me to 
think and what buttons are they trying to press to make 
me think it?” at the forefront of our minds.

Reform Watch
A central pillar of Reform’s local election campaign last 
year was its focus on cutting “net stupid zero” initiatives. 

In July, Reform scrapped Durham council’s net 
zero by 2030 pledge with deputy council leader, 
Darren Grimes,saying “We are done with expensive 
virtue-signalling tripe” ignoring the reality that net zero 
initiatives had saved the council £13 million in the 
previous year. 

Press Watch

88 councillors and prospective candidates in the May 
local elections have pledged “to use our platforms 
to call for the extension of free public transport, 
which addresses social injustice, and can help tackle 
climate change and air pollution”.

The group recognises that “funding models would 
have to change, in line with a public service 
approach”, and commits to “exploring how this can be 
done, including learning from international models”.

The pledge offers a vision of expanding public 
services to address the cost-of-living crisis – and 
strikes a sharp contrast to threats of further cuts. It 
presents a response to myth-making about “waste” in 
local government, and supports the protection of the 
workforce through redeployment to meet the needs of 
a fare free model.

The statement has been signed by councillors 
representing the Green party, Labour party, Your 
Party, Nottingham Socialist Alliance, Green Socialist 
Alliance, Independent Socialists and independents. 
It remains open to councillors and prospective 
candidates, from all parties or none, to sign in the 
run-up to the elections in May.

Those who have signed the pledge so far will be 
standing for election in eight local authorities in 
Yorkshire, 11 London boroughs, and councils in the 
north-west, north Wales, Cambridgeshire, Kent and 
Suffolk. 

The initiative is supported by the campaign groups 
Fare Free London, Fare Free Yorkshire, Better Buses 
for West Yorkshire, West Yorkshire Needs a Tram, 
Tipping Point UK and the Greener Jobs Alliance.

Good public transport, free at the point of use, opens 
up localities to all who live in them, is the best way 
to make services accessible to the lowest-income 
households and is an essential part of integrated 
transport policies that cut greenhouse gas emissions 
and tackle air pollution.

For more background information see
farefreelondon.org.

https://leftfootforward.org/2026/01/five-examples-of-how-reform-is-failing-in-local-government/?mc_cid=353528efbc#google_vignette
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIiXHUuzXV3nU7kq7wS8fI81cUoT9SNqLcHCaO_XWzsD6hjg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117198877396394620911
http://farefreelondon.org
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Reasons to be cheerful ...
The Government is 
recommending a ban of new 
coal extraction in England
Having opened a public consultation on their new planning policy 
which includes a policy which would prevent planners from 
approving “new sites or extensions to existing sites for peat or coal 
extraction”.

The consultation is open until 10 March. If we flood the consultation with 
support for this policy, the Government will be less likely to have their 
minds changed by any pro fossil fuel voices.

A 2 minute template to add your voice is here.

The Contracts for Difference round announced in January in the UK agreed additional offshore wind capacity of 
8.4GW, which will come on stream by 2028-31. This is half as much again as the 17GW currently in place and will 
make a substantial dent in carbon emissions and energy costs - as the price will be 40% lower than the alternative 
cost of building and operating new gas plants - and provide 7.000 skilled jobs. 

Eddie Dempsey of the RMT 
commented 

“Claims of 7,000 jobs from 
£22 billion of investment 
significantly understate the real 
workforce involved, particularly 
the thousands of seafarers 
needed during construction and 
installation.

The skills, experience, and 
safety-critical expertise of 
workers across the oil and gas 
supply chain are indispensable 
to the future of offshore energy 
and must not be wasted or 
written off.

As we move towards 
greener energy, workers 
must be guaranteed secure 
jobs, collective bargaining 
agreements and fully funded 
retraining opportunities that 
allow them to transfer directly 
into offshore wind and other 
renewables on equivalent pay, 
terms, and conditions.

Climate action cannot succeed 
if it is built on insecurity, 
casualisation or the erosion of 
hard-won standards.”
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https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-us-to-end-new-coal-mining-in-england-take-action-now?source=direct_link&&link_id=1&can_id=d79885c9812dd6b556ad4b3c5024aa95&email_referrer=email_3071686&email_subject=help-us-to-ban-new-coal-in-england-for-good&
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/14/offshore-windfarm-contracts-to-fuel-homes-great-britain-record-auction
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-responds-to-record-breaking-offshore-wind-procurement/
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Coal power generation fell in both China and India in 2025, the first 
simultaneous drop in half a century, after each nation added record 
amounts of clean energy. A new analysis for Carbon Brief shows that 
electricity generation from coal in India fell by 3.0% year-on-year (57 
terawatt hours, TWh) and in China by 1.6% (58TWh) leading to the biggest 
drop in coal imports for a decade. The last time both countries registered 
a drop in coal power output was in 1973.

Meanwhile, China will take “annual carbon emissions reduction rate” into 
account when evaluating the “investment direction” of government funds, 
will choose a group of factories – which “continuously reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions to set benchmarks for wider replication”, while sales of 
“new energy” trucks in the first 11 months of 2025 tripled year-on-year 
to more than 180,000 units, while over the past five years, the overall NEV 
market grew four-fold, the cost of batteries fell 30% and battery lifespans 
increased 40%. During the 15th “five-year plan” period, China will promote 
clean energy projects and ensure “fair grid access for distributed renewable 
energy”, the NEA will “closely track” implementation of policies for “direct 
green electricity”, virtual power plants, vehicle-to-grid interaction and other 
areas, increase oversight of “clean heating” programmes in northern China 
and the buildout of EV charging infrastructure and to investigate several 
provinces to root out “deep-rooted, systemic and institutional problems” in 
the electricity sector. 

In the US, a federal judge ruled that work can resume on a Rhode Island 
offshore wind farm halted by the Trump administration last month; so three 
out of five of his bans have been overturned; and another federal judge 
ruled that Trump’s decision to cut millions of dollars in clean-energy grants 
was unlawful because the “cuts primarily targeted Democratic-led states”. 
Despite Trump's war on renewables, 92% of new electricity capacity built 
in the U.S. came in the form of solar, batteries, and wind power last year. 
His problem is that electricity demand is growing quickly in the U.S., and 
clean energy is the least expensive and most readily available way to keep 
pace.

In the first ten months of New York City introducing Congestion 
Charging, there has been an 11% reduction in traffic across all vehicle 
types compared with the same period in 2024, bus ridership increased 8% 
from the previous year, while subway trips rose 9%. There was also a 4% 
increase in pedestrians entering the CRZ, and a 70% drop in excessive 
honking reports! The charges also raised $467.8 million to go towards the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s investment programme.

Amsterdam city council has passed a legally binding ban on advertising 
for fossil fuels and meat products across public spaces in the city, becoming 
the first capital in the world to prohibit such ads through local law.

Photo: National Laboratory of the Rockies www.flickr.com/photos/nrel/

Reasons to be cheerful ...

https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-coal-power-drops-in-china-and-india-for-first-time-in-52-years-after-clean-energy-records/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-14/china-s-coal-imports-post-biggest-annual-drop-as-soybeans-climb?embedded-checkout=true&utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-15&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+NASA+avoids+climate+reference+China+car+sales+to+cool+BP+takes+green+hit+
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/glossary/china/index.html?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row#section-new-energy
https://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/pc/content/202601/12/content_30131270.html?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/ty/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxNzc3Mzk3MDEzNzE3OTg3NDYsXCJyXCI6MTc3NzM5NzIxNTc1NzYxNjE0fSIsInMiOiIxNTc4ZTYwOTg5Y2IwY2M4In0
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/ty/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxNzc3Mzk3MDEzNzkxMzg3ODEsXCJyXCI6MTc3NzM5NzIxNTc1NzYxNjE0fSIsInMiOiI2MmJhMTU2ZTVlNDgzYTI1In0
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-judge-rules-orsted-can-continue-work-rhode-island-offshore-wind-project-2026-01-12/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row
https://www.theenergymix.com/third-of-five-offshore-wind-projects-halted-by-trump-admin-cleared-to-resume/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=b5e3daf53e-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-b5e3daf53e-510015866
https://www.theenergymix.com/third-of-five-offshore-wind-projects-halted-by-trump-admin-cleared-to-resume/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=b5e3daf53e-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-b5e3daf53e-510015866
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/climate/trump-energy-department-grant-cuts-unlawful.html?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row
https://www.theenergymix.com/the-year-trump-tried-and-failed-to-stop-clean-energy/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=e974b35713-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-e974b35713-510015866
https://www.theenergymix.com/congestion-pricing-delivers-fewer-cars-on-the-road-windfall-for-nyc-transit/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=b5e3daf53e-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-b5e3daf53e-510015866
https://www.desmog.com/2026/01/23/amsterdam-defies-last-minute-lobbying-to-become-first-capital-city-to-ban-fossil-fuel-ads/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-26&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Trump+wrong+Landmark+pact+on+North+Sea+wind+Kerry+on+Greenland
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Embedding Climate Education in the 
Curriculum 
4 February, 3:30-5pm

This online event is open to any member of an 
education trade union. The purpose is to provide a 
space for education workers to discuss climate and 
sustainability to:

•	 understand why sustainability issues are so 
important to students and TU members

•	 explore how sustainability issues have been 
incorporated into a range of learning programmes

•	 reflect on how to amend your own practice
•	 consider how you could use your experience to 

support other TU members around sustainability 
issues.

Register here

What does a Climate Action Plan look 
like and how can your school create 
one?  

Join the Let’s Go Zero team to explore what 
makes a great Climate Action Plan with proven 
actions you can start on right away. It will cover

•	 What Climate Action Plans are — and how 
they fit within the DfE’s Sustainability and 
Climate Change Strategy 

•	 Why taking climate action in schools matters 
for pupils, staff, and communities 

•	 How to get started: simple first steps to build 
a strong foundation 

•	 The four pillars of an outstanding Climate 
Action 

•	 Plan Time for questions and sharing

Open to members of unions taking part in the 
Union Year of Climate Action 

Online 11 Feb 3:45 - 5pm.  Sign up here

14 March 10 - 4pm Regent High School London, 
NW1 1RX

This one day event will bring together educators, 
activists, politicians, business leaders, governors, 
parents and charities from across the education 
spectrum. Through critical discussion we will explore the 
role of educators in organising for a just transition. The 
event will culminate with the release of a co-created 
statement to share the learnings and outcomes of the 
day. 

Organised by National Education Union, University 
and College Union, Unison, Ministry of Eco 
Education, Climate Majority Project, Campaign 
against Climate Change.

Online webinars for 
Year of Trade Union Climate Action

Decarbonise and Decolonise 
Education

4  March, 2026 3:30-5pm

This event is open to any member of an education 
trade union. The purpose is to provide a space 
for education workers to discuss climate and 
sustainability.

•	 The full aims of the interactive workshop are to:
•	 provide an introductory understanding of climate 

justice and its connection with decolonising and 
decarbonising

•	 support participants to identify opportunities 
to apply decolonising and decarbonising for 
climate justice to the education secto

•	 encourage participants to develop their 
own practice to consider climate justice and 
intersectionality

•	 explore the role of trade unions and members 
in mobilising action for decolonising and 
decarbonising.

Register here

Events

https://cpd.web.ucu.org.uk/events/embedding-climate-education-in-the-curriculum-25/
https://cpd.web.ucu.org.uk/events/ucu-decarbonise-and-decolonise-46/
https://neu-org-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_c2lV9vP7T6mwKd2cFiuNhQ#/registration
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Feminist Climate Policy 
Friday, 13 Mar 2 pm to 6 pm 

Centre for the Study of the Production of the Built Environment (ProBE) book launch and seminar

This event explores what feminist approaches can achieve. Its starting point is a new book Feminist Climate 
Policy in Industrialised States: A gender just climate emergency response. While setting out the increasingly 
daunting task of the climate crisis, examples from NGOs, trade unions, urban planning and construction, 
and politics will be used to review some potential approaches which have emerged from feminist practice to 
address the emergency we face. We will collectively imagine what a gender-just climate emergency response 
might be. Link here

GFTU: Political Economy International School - Climate and 
Ecological Crisis and the Role of Trade Unions
Max Ajl is a Senior Fellow at University of Ghent and associated researcher at the Tunisian Observatory for 
Food Sovereignty and the Environment, associate editor at Agrarian South and Journal of Labor and Society 
author of A People’s Green New Deal. 

John Bellamy Foster is editor of Monthly Review and professor of 
sociology at the University of Oregon. He has written widely on political 
economy and a major environmental sociologist. He is the author of 
Notes on Exterminism for the 21st Century Ecology and Peace 
Movements.

Ying Chen (chair) is Associate Professor of Economics at the New 
School. Her work explores economic development, labour, and climate 
change, with a special focus on the global south. 

Online. Thursday 18 March 2026, 6-8pm. Register here

Events

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/feminist-climate-policy-tickets-1979738817095?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://monthlyreview.org/
https://monthlyreview.org/articles/notes-on-exterminism-for-the-twenty-first-century-ecology-and-peace-movements/
https://gftuet.org.uk/apply
http://www.newschool.edu/nssr/economics/
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AI and data centres: a new climate threat
The explosion of generative AI has caused a global boom in the construction of energy-hungry data centres 
with associated fossil fuel power expansion, as well as concerns about the strain they place on clean energy 
resources, grid capacity and water use.

With the UK government keen to fast-track data centres, over 50 are currently being planned or built in the UK, 
what can we do to minimise the climate and environmental impact? And how does it link to social concerns?

Join us to hear from experts in this complex area.

Oliver Hayes is Head of Policy & 
Campaigns at Global Action Plan, which 
recently won a legal case against the 
government approving a hyperscale 
data centre in Buckinghamshire without 
properly considering the energy use and 
environmental impact.

Anne Alexander is a researcher and 
journalist covering the social, ecological 
and political impacts of AI systems, 
currently working on a forthcoming book 
on the AI Arms Race.

James Meadway is an economist, 
host of the weekly economics podcast, 
Macrodose

Register for Zoom link

Events

https://actionnetwork.org/events/ai-and-data-centres-a-new-climate-threat/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/ai-and-data-centres-a-new-climate-threat/


300

The number of “green industrial 
micro grids” currently in operation 
in China. These are industrial parks 
that build their own wind and solar 
power capacity. A new policy requires 
them to use at least 60% of the power 
generated on-site and to sell no more 
than 20% of it to the grid. 

$7
billion 

The loss taken by General Motors 
due to its pull back from Electric 
Vehicles under pressure from Trump 
administration policies. And what’s bad 
for General Motors…

13%

The increase in electricity prices 
in the US in the first year of Trump’s 
second Presidency; driven by increased 
demand from data centres, cutting 
sources of renewable energy and 
the additional costs of keeping old 
and inefficient coal and gas stations 
previously scheduled for closure online 
to fill the gap, leading to nearly one in 
20 households in the US now becoming 
at risk of having their utility debt sent to 
repo collectors in mid winter.

30%

The increase in EV sales in the EU 
in 2025, outstripping petrol cars for the 
first time in December, despite the EU 
abandoning its 2035 target for a ban 
on combustion engine cars that month. 
Analysts expect EVs to gain popularity 
despite the policy change.

10
Jan

The date on which the world’s richest 
1% used up their carbon budget for 
2026. The richest 0.1% had done it by 
January 3rd. Have  they never heard 
the phrase “I’ve had sufficient, thank 
you”? To stay below 1.5C heating, the 
richest 1% of the world’s population 
would have to reduce their emissions 
by 97% by 2030. Time for tax. 

40%
The proportion of total EU energy 
demand that could be met by rooftop 
solar alone by 2050.

33%
The reduction in the price of 
wholesale electricity being traded 
on “day ahead markets” in the UK 
from the impact of renewable energy 
replacing gas.

⅔

of the rise in household electricity bills 
since before the global energy crisis 
comes from rising gas prices, says 
the UK Energy Research Centre; 
contrary to widespread media and 
political narratives that misleadingly 
seek to blame climate policies for high 
bills.
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Subscribe to the GJA Newsletter greenerjobsalliance.co.uk

Supporting the Greener Jobs Alliance
The GJA is a loose coalition of organisations involved in climate change 
work. 

We wish to make it clear that the views expressed in our publications and 
activities do not necessarily reflect the position of all the organisations 
whom we work with. We will always seek to make that clear by listing the 
organisations that have specifically signed up to a particular initiative.

Green Bites

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/jan/08/general-motors-earnings-loss?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-09&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Guterres+US+regret+Venezuela+oil+guarantees+Australia+bushfires
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-27/europe-car-sales-rise-for-third-consecutive-year-on-ev-recovery?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-27&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Green+investment+record+Extreme+heat+warning+EU+EVs+overtake+petrol
https://climatepower.us/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1dz0dz0zkvo?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-12&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+firms+cool+on+Venezuela+Australia+s+fossil+roadmap+push+Record+ocean+heat
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/china-urges-industrial-parks-use-more-on-site-green-power-2026-01-09/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-12&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+firms+cool+on+Venezuela+Australia+s+fossil+roadmap+push+Record+ocean+heat
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/richest-1-have-blown-through-their-fair-share-carbon-emissions-2026-just-10-days
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-025-01947-x?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-01-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Venezuelan+oil+and+1+5C+Historic+coal+drop+in+India-China+UK+net-zero+row
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4524127/study-wind-farms-pushed-wholesale-power-prices-2025
https://ukerc.ac.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2025/05/02/net-zero-subsidies-costing-uk-households-280-a-year/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn97x3jy8w1o
https://twitter.com/GJAlliance
https://www.instagram.com/greenerjobsalliance/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Greener-Jobs-Alliance/100057637082517/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk



