nerjobsAlliance 2¥%

www.greenerjobsalliance.co.uk
Newsletter June 2026

Contents

« Editorial; El Nino -
Burning all illusions
World Cup and El Nino
kick off

“Godzilla El Nino is
coming

Union and campaigning
round up - including
too damn hot! PCS
conference report

Reality checks and war
shocks - including
Editorial: Burning all illusions: World Cup and EIl Nino kick off

Self Harm section -
With the spring heat wave giving a foretaste of what's coming when the impending including Reform in
El Nino kicks in off the next few months, and a sense of what the weather will be local government
like much more of the time by 2035, people seeking diversion and relief by watching
the World Cup will find it shoved back in their faces. 14 of the 16 stadia in Mexico,
the US and Canada where the games are being played this month and next are

Climate action in
the new Scottish

. . : Parliament?
considered to be vulnerable to levels of heat that will make it unsafe for players.
FIFA has already scheduled unprecedented 3 minute mid half breaks, but twenty Optimism of the
leading international experts in health, climate and sports performance are arguing Intellect

in an open letter that Fifa should:
Events

* Delay or postpone matches above 28C Wet Bulb Globe Temperature
Green Bites

* Ensure longer cooling breaks of at least six minutes
Solar Panels case

* Improve cooling facilities for players study appeal

* Make regular updates to guidelines based on the latest science.

FIFA's resistance to this, on the basis that such guidelines would go beyond the
point at which normal football is playable, makes the point that that's exactly

what climate breakdown does: makes what we have considered to be “normal”
unsustainable. Pressing on regardless and trusting to luck runs the risk that players
could collapse, forcing abandonment anyway.

There is a parallel issue with Test Matches in Delhi in November, when air pollution
is at its worst - equivalent to smoking four packs of cigarettes a day - and matches
have had to be interrupted because it is impossible to play in (including one incident
in 2019 in which two Bangladeshi players vomited in the outfield). Nevertheless, the
BCCI carries on scheduling Tests in Delhi in November rather than admit that there
is a serious problem.

Nevertheless, a lot of people who might not think much about the climate crisis will
be confronted with it during the World Cup and we should make sure that we take
this up with them by building into our heat campaigning.

Paul Atkin Ed


https://www.newweather.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Open-Letter-to-FIFA-on-Heat-Stress-Player-Welfare-Fossil-Fuel-Conflicts-of-Interest.pdf

“Godzilla El Nino” is coming:

We ain’t seen
nothing yet

The impending El Nifio, the natural heating weather cycle now on an
upward spiral from the greenhouse gas effect has been described in

Asia as a “Godzilla El Nino” and in the New York Times as likely to be
“stupendously intense — almost certainly stronger than the ‘super’ El Nifio of
2015-16, and perhaps the most intense since the epochal El Nifio of 1877”
making 2027 the hottest year on record, pushing summer temperatures in
the UK above 40C next year and causing global droughts that will push up
food prices, giving us at least “a brief preview of a hotter and more chaotic
world...and...offer a test of how well prepared and adapted the world is to
that future.”

While people all too often “process even mind-bending catastrophes largely
by normalising them...but ... a pattern of unmistakable global climate

disruptions could do a lot to dislodge our seeming complacency” so long as
we ram home the point and organise to increase mitigation and adaptation.

Qreewr Jobs Alliance Newsletter No:85 June 2026



https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/06/opinion/el-nino-climate.html?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-27&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Round-the-clock+renewables+EU+floats+easy+methane+rules+Mega+tsunami+risk
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3353278/southeast-asia-warned-godzilla-el-nino-whiplash-threatening-drought-floods-haze
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/12/scientists-warn-el-nino-could-intensify-climate-extremes-in-2026/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-27&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+El+Ni%C3%B1o+extremes+Critically+low+fuels+Alaska+oil+exploration

Too damn hot

“Most British newspapers write
about extremely hot weather with
the tone of a frog in a boiling pot
pretending it's a jacuzzi.” Mic
Wright Check out the full post at
Conquest of the Useless.

The Climate Change Committee
has said that the UK should
introduce a maximum
temperature for workplaces

to protect people as heatwaves
intensify due to climate change,
pointing to Spain, which has a

maximum legal working temperature

indoors of 27C for sedentary work

and 25C for light physical work. The

CCC points out that the "UK was
built for a climate that no longer
exists today", and that it is now
inarguable that climate change is
reshaping our weather.

=13

HSE

With high temperatures
across much of the country,
employers must ensure
workers are protected during
hot weather.

Executive

There's no law for maximum
working temperature, or when
it's too hot to work.

HSE's website has a practical

step guide on temperature
in the workplace including
guidance on:

what the law says
managing workplace
temperature

preventing heat stress
protecting those working
outdoors

And a workplace temperature
checklist to help you carry out
a basic risk assessment.
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Health and Safety
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Too hot on the buses

As extreme heat becomes the new normal, even before we have hit
Summer, this is now a professional driver safety issue. The UK is
falling behind other countries which already recognise heat exposure
and cab temperature as operational safety risks requiring proper
protections, standards and procedures.

In countries like Germany, France, Spain, Australia and even the
United Arab Emirates, there is an acceptance that heat is a safety
issue, while in Scandinavia countries such as Sweden and Norway
often approach public transport with stronger welfare principles from
the outset, on the principle that protecting the driver protects the public.

London bus driver
working temperature

25/05/26

In many German operations for
instance:

¢ buses are fitted with sealed
driver cabs and dedicated
climate control systems;

» defective cooling systems are
treated seriously

» employers are expected to
formally assess heat risk;

« working conditions are
viewed through the lens of
concentration, fatigue and
human performance.

And a far greater acceptance that
excessive heat affects:

e reaction times;

* Concentration;

* Fatigue;

* Alertness;

+ and ultimately road safety.

That mindset is significantly
ahead of much of the UK industry
where drivers are still often
expected to simply “open a
window and get on with it”.

Transport for London is beginning
to move on this, saying that
buses with defective cab cooling
should not enter service and “If air
cooling systems on a vehicle are
not functioning and drivers do not
feel they can carry out their duties
safely, they should contact the
controller and action will be taken
fo support them.” and, crucially,
that operators should never take
action against workers raising
welfare concerns. That should

be a precedent for other bus
operators to follow and unions
(and passengers) to press for;
while what's needed is a national
standard for;

* amaximum legal cab
temperature for buses;

* a dedicated national bus
driver heat safety framework;

+ A DVSA standard specifically
covering excessive cab
temperatures;

» Traffic Commissioner
guidance focused on heat
stress;

+ nationally enforceable cooling
standards for bus driver
environments.

From the uk is falling behind:
what other countries already
understand about bus driver
heat safety

Lee Odams.

L______________J
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https://brokenbottleboy.substack.com/p/murdochs-red-hot-legacy-of-climate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2p1j4y0kro
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Ftemperature%2Femployer%2Findex.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=hse-guidance%26utm_term=temperature-1%26utm_content=temp-26-may-26/1/0100019e63c230cb-1ca5a76b-04eb-45dc-be09-035b9bc16fd0-000000/PiNNRdJ4rp8dn1GVuw1ml-Gheqa8D13mMw0axZmppqI=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Ftemperature%2Fworkplace-temperature-checklist.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=hse-guidance%26utm_term=temperature-2%26utm_content=temp-26-may-26/1/0100019e63c230cb-1ca5a76b-04eb-45dc-be09-035b9bc16fd0-000000/IP8AwQn1uBceSpgh9IfaoIXuION29t66CcDyTvkohhc=452
https://leeodams.blogspot.com/2026/05/the-uk-is-falling-behind-what-other.html

PCS calls on government to scrap 60%
office attendance requirement

Alongside its critique of the government's lack of urgency in dealing with
the cost of living crisis overall, and turn to “attempts to scapegoat migrants”
and “weaken fundamental rights and protections” instead, PCS is calling
on the government to urgently review office attendance mandates and
protect workers from rising living costs linked to the war in Iran; which has
already led to increases in petrol and diesel prices, with energy and food
bills also expected to rise significantly, putting a further strain on public
sector workers already facing a prolonged cost-of-living crisis and low pay.

PCS is urging ministers to act now to mitigate the impact, including
scrapping the 60% office attendance requirement in line with International
Energy Agency advice to governments to reduce energy consumption.

PCS general secretary Fran Heathcote says: “The government’s office
attendance policy is out of step with what’s currently happening in the world,
and the impact this is having on staff. If its people come first, it must prepare
to adapt its approach in response to events like this and scrap the 60%
mandate which would provide immediate relief to our members and help
reduce costs.”

PCS Conference supports the CAN Bill and expresses concern over Al

The environment section of the PCS conference agenda passed three
motions on climate change issues and their impact on civil servants.

After a general call for PCS to ‘strengthen its environmental work across the
Civil Service’ (A24), motion A25 identified the gap between political rhetoric
and reality, noting that ‘Parliament, 50 councils and over 190 cultural
institutions had declared a Climate Emergency...but the response has not
been adequate in proportion to the scale of the emergency we face’. The
motion instruction called upon the NEC to support the call for a televised
debate based on the National Emergency Briefing, and to lobby MPs to vote
through the Climate and Nature Bill.

Motion A26 called for the Cabinet Office to provide better guidance and
training around environmental impacts on office workers, and in particular
for PCS members to be able to raise environmental concerns at work
without fear of detriment.

At a fringe meeting, Al, Climate Justice and the Future of Work, PCS
Assistant General Secretary John Moloney presented the work PCS was
doing to protect members in the face of the threat posed by Al to civil
service jobs, including a model agreement that ‘enshrines job protection and
guarantees that the benefits of new technology flow directly to members’.
While members experiences of Al-driven processes were far from
universally positive, the position of the union is that, rather than opposing
and rejecting Al, the priority has to be to use it to enhance members jobs,
pay and conditions not to undermine them.

Tahir Latif

Ten trade unions have written to the government to reject the
Rosebank oil field

Unison, the NEU, FBU, PCS, CWU, UCU, Equity, BFAWU, UVW and
IWGB, and more than 1,900 additional trade unionists, published the
open letter in May.

Earth Day in York

UNISON

York City Branh

This was backed by York TUC,

York NEU, York City UNISON, York
CWU and Unite Community, York
Friends of the Earth, York Extinction
Rebellion, York Global Justice Now,
the stop burning trees coalition and
the Green Party bringing the unions
and climate campaigns together in a
city centre action.

York TUC organised the event and
registered it on the official Earth
Day events page. We encouraged
people to bring stalls or something
interactive.

* Unison ran a climate raffle with
eco-friendly prizes like unison
wildflower seed packets.

¢ Unite Community had a petition
on Palantir, the trades council
had an Earth Day climate quiz.

* Global Justice York had a
trojan horse and information
about ISDS - the rules through
which states can be sued by
foreign investors if they take
action to defend their population
or environment in a way that
affects their profits.

* Stop Burning Trees Coalition
made a speech about Drax
and the profits it makes at the
expense of the climate and had
copies of the book beyond Drax
which looks at the kind of jobs
that could be created if there
was a just transition.

There was also a speech from a
UNISON speaker highlighting the
threat of the far right to trade unions
and their attempts to suggest that
climate was a middle class issue too
expensive to address. They pointed
out that the huge Together Alliance
demonstration illustrated the unity
we need both to fight the far right
and protect the planet.

Julie Forgan


https://www.pcs.org.uk/contact-us/press-media-contacts/pcs-responds-kings-speech-0
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/pcs-calls-government-scrap-60-office-attendance-global-tensions-drive-costs
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/unions-demand-government-acts-public-interest-and-rejects-rosebank

Reality checks/war shocks

Trump’s war threatens recession

As it appears that Trump is neither able to walk away from his war on Iran
nor “‘win” in the short term, there is every prospect that the Strait of Hormuz
will remain closed for the foreseeable future.

» Ifit were to reopen in July, this would result in an average oil demand
reduction of 2.6 million barrels a day and the spot-market price for
benchmark Brent crude peaking near $130 a barrel over the summer.

Stay closed through August and there is a real risk of an economic
downturn that comes close to the scale of the Great Recession in 2008,
with a third-quarter supply deficit of roughly 6 million barrels a day, and
inventories approaching operationally challenging levels. The IEA is already
warning that there are only weeks of oil inventories left.

At the moment this is being managed by high exports from the US, lower
imports into China and “demand-destroying rationing in poor countries”. The
Economist is arguing that although the world entered the war with large oil
stocks, “even American and Chinese national reserves will not last forever,
let alone the thin stocks of poor countries”. As stocks are used, “prices
could then rise convulsively”, something that could be exacerbated if the
US decides to introduce an export ban.
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From the International Energy Agency

In the United States, 77% blame Trump and his war for the rise in the cost
of living. With the UK energy price cap due to rise 13% in July, we should
have no hesitation in doing the same, and speeding the transition to
renewables, which will really get up his nose. Ed

The IEA’s latest Gas Market Report warns that in addition to the loss of
nearly 20% of global liquefied natural gas (LNG) supply due to the effective
closure of the strait of Hormuz, damage to LNG liquefaction infrastructure

in Qatar will delay the anticipated global wave of new LNG supply by at
least two years. The combined effect of short-term supply losses and slower
capacity growth could result in a cumulative loss of around 120 billion cubic
metres of LNG supply between 2026 and 2030 — extending tight market
conditions through 2026 and 2027.

A new report from the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
finds that “solar and wind power paired with battery storage systems
are already delivering reliable, round-the-clock electricity at a lower cost

5

than fossil fuel-dominated energy
systems,” Firm levelised costs of
electricity for solar plus storage
projects range from around $54

to $82 per megawatt hour (MWh)
in regions with high levels of solar
generation potential: compared to
levelised costs of $70 to $85/MWh
for new coal-fired power generation
in China or more than $100/MWh for
new gas-fired generation globally.

The world added 110 gigawatts

of new battery storage capacity
last year, making batteries the
fastest-growing power technology
globally: more new capacity than
gas has ever added in a single year.
New battery storage installations
rose 40% compared to the previous
year, while gas demand only rose
1%, driven mostly by cold weather
raising heating demand in the United
States and European Union, and
Middle Eastern countries using more
gas instead of oil while across the
Asia-Pacific region, gas demand
“effectively flatlined.”

High gas prices were a prominent
reason for the slowed growth, which
have risen even further in 2026 due
to the war on Iran. At the same time,
the cost of building new gas-fired
generation plants also rose sharply
by 66% from 2023 to 2025, as
prices for gas turbines spiked amid a
supply crunch.

Consumption of natural gas

in OECD countries in February
declined by 3.6% in the Americas,
5.3% in Asia and 11.1% in Europe.
This was before the war on Iran
started.

While the number of coal fired
power stations grew in 2025,
power output from them declined as
countries turned to renewables to
meet increasing demand.

The Institute for Public

Policy Research (IPPR) has
recommended that drivers should
be limited to 20mph in urban areas
and 60mph on motorways to save
fuel.


https://archive.is/20260522225414/https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-05-21/hormuz-closure-threatens-recession-rivaling-2008-rapidan-says#selection-2045.0-2057.160
https://www.defenddemocracy.press/iea-chief-warns-only-weeks-of-oil-inventories-left-thanks-to-trumps-iran-war/
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2026/05/14/oil-prices-could-soon-rise-convulsively
https://www.defenddemocracy.press/trump-clobbered-in-new-cnn-poll-whopping-77-blame-him-for-increased-costs/
https://www.iea.org/reports/gas-market-report-q2-2026?utm_campaign=IEA+newsletters&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SendGrid
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4529259/irena-round-clock-renewable-power-frequently-cheaper-fossil-fuels?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-23&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Round-the-clock+renewables+EU+floats+easy+methane+rules+Mega+tsunami+risk
https://www.iea.org/news/global-energy-demand-growth-was-met-by-diverse-range-of-sources-in-2025-led-by-solar-and-then-gas
https://www.theenergymix.com/turbine-shortage-could-crimp-canadian-utilities-plans-to-scale-up-gas/
https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/data-product/monthly-gas-statistics?utm_campaign=IEA+newsletters&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SendGrid
https://www.carbonbrief.org/new-coal-plants-hit-10-year-global-high-in-2025-but-power-output-still-fell/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UN+backs+ICJ+Wind+and+solar+outpace+gas+Oil+drops+6+
https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/e/854853/s-uk-oil-prices-ippr-thinktank/64ykc1/3120251772/h/fYJPJhtGfzPfEBzDC8D3kNc12J-PoTv4PHa7j-eQKpY

Self Harm Section

A Trump administration “crackdown” has seen installers, banks and
insurers stop doing business with “at least a half dozen recently built US
panel factories because of uncertainty over whether their ties to China could
disqualify them from clean-energy subsidies”. Bang go the jobs that go with
them.

In Canada, the Saskatchewan government and provincially-owned utility
SaskPower are facing a wall of critical analysis after leaked documents
attached a $26-billion price tag to a plan to refurbish the province’s aging
coal-fired power plants, continue running them for up to 25 years, begin
building small modular nuclear reactors (SMRs) in the 2030s, and suspend
all renewable energy procurements and emission reduction commitments
along the way. The plan would raise electricity costs in the province by 20%
in 2030 and 95%—nearly double today’s rates—in 2040.

Boundary Dam coal-fired power plant in Saskatchewan flickr.com/photos/
greenenergyfutures/

A new report from Energy UK, finds that “plans from the Conservatives
and Reform to scrap the UK's carbon pricing regime would fail to deliver
promised reductions in energy bills and would result in significant new trade
barriers between the UK and the EU”.

The UK has halved its most recent contribution to the UN’s Green
Climate Fund (GCF) as part of a government “shift from development aid to
military spending”. The GCF has been informed that the UK will only deliver
£815m of the £1.6bn previously pledged for the 2024-27 period. There

are fears that other countries could follow suit as governments in Europe
cut their aid budgets — following the US, which has already withdrawn all

its outstanding pledges, as rich countries retreat from a promise to help
developing nations respond to climate breakdown. The consequences of
this will come home to roost in more ways than one.

Research suggests that a one-degree Celsius increase in summer
temperatures reduces UK economic growth by about 2.4% and by 2050
climate change could reduce UK economic output by 7%. So former Prime
Minister and wholly owned Larry Ellison asset Tony Blair's argument that
the government should prioritise “growth” over “Net Zero” is a contradiction
in terms.

Reform has overseen a bonfire

of climate pledges in the councils

it controls but has struggled to find
savings from them. As one cabinet
member in Kent told the Financial
Times in October: “Everyone thought
we’d come in and there were going
fo be these huge costs we could cut
away but there just aren’t.”

While Kent County Council has
claimed it had saved £40 million by
blocking installation of solar panels
on council buildings and stopping
council cars from being replaced
with electric vehicles, these were
‘potential capital projects”, for which
funding had not yet been allocated.

It has also been pointed out that
installing solar panels helps councils
to save money, reducing their
reliance on volatile energy sources.
In Durham, they scrapped a solar
panel decarbonisation scheme that
would have saved the authority
£77,000 per year.

Back in Kent, discussion of how

to deal with the water shortages
affecting 18,000 homes (and
counting) caused by the heat wave
that is being generated by the
climate change they don’t believe
in has been postponed to July to
allow a debate on reintroducing the
Lord’s Prayer into council meetings
instead. “Common sense” priorities
in action?

is Tosta on Unsplash


https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/trumps-crackdown-china-linked-solar-firms-stalls-us-factory-boom-2026-05-08/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Antarctica+s+record+melt+Africa+s+EVs+Aramco+profits+jump
https://www.theenergymix.com/26b-coal-extension-plan-will-raise-sask-power-rates-95-curtail-new-renewables-buys/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=078507aeec-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-078507aeec-510015866
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4529294/self-destructive-step-energy-industry-warns-axing-carbon-pricing-lead-bills?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Round-the-clock+renewables+EU+floats+easy+methane+rules+Mega+tsunami+risk
https://www.ft.com/content/98dc9a60-3260-43b4-abab-356bd5a8b41c?syn-25a6b1a6=1&utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-24&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Trump+and+Xi+talk+energy+Canada+s+gas+bet+Cuba+out+of+diesel+
https://labourlist.org/2026/05/embed-national-preparedness-across-society/?link_id=18&can_id=d79885c9812dd6b556ad4b3c5024aa95&source=email-who-benefits-from-blairs-essay&email_referrer=email_3255825&email_subject=who-benefits-from-blairs-essay
https://www.mmu.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/story/why-hotter-summers-are-bad-uk-economy
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/progress-in-adapting-to-climate-change-2025/
https://bylinetimes.com/2025/10/16/pro-trump-tech-billionaires-poised-cash-in-gaza-peace-deal/

flickr.com/photos/friendsoftheearthscotland/

Climate action in the new Scottish Parliament?

While Reform UK enter the Scottish Parliament for the first time on policies to scrap net-zero targets and continue
drilling the North Sea, the vast majority of MSPs were elected on manifestos that supported climate action.
This Scottish Government and set of MSPs will be in the parliament for five years — the critical time for finalising

Scotland’s transition away from fossil fuels.

FOE Scotland will be campaigning

» for the new Government and Parliament to deliver
better bus services to reduce transport emissions
while connecting communities; well-insulated homes
that lower heating bills and an energy system run in
the interest of workers and the wider public.

* to show how the cost-of living crisis and the climate
crisis are linked — how energy, food and transport
bills are being pushed up by profiteering companies
— and how the solutions to both lie in climate action
that improves people’s lives.

Election promises mean that Scotland could soon have
caps on energy prices, bus fares, food prices and rent.

Green Jobs in Scotland

This makes clear that the time has come for radical,
system level interventions that challenge the power of
big business, rather than sticking plaster solutions.

The necessary move away from fossil fuels to
renewables is an opportunity to put power back into
public hands. Instead of continuing to allow energy
companies to make obscene profits, a new renewable
energy system could be built in Scotland, with the
proceeds being reinvested back into the communities
where it is located. Whereas the research we
published just before the election showed that Reform’s
ideas for cuts to climate targets would lead to half a
million job losses across the country in just three years.

From FOE Scotland

The Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit (ECIU) has said 3,000 businesses are now involved in the “net
zero-related economy”, supporting over 105,000 jobs. These jobs are highly productive and deliver salaries

higher than the Scottish average.

Most of the firms involved are small and medium sized and are spread across the country but in Perth and
Kinross, they already make up 12 per cent of the local economy, while in Aberdeen it supports 9.4 per cent

and in East Lothian 6.8 per cent.

Laura Anderson, senior associate at the ECIU, commented: “As North Sea oil and gas output continues
to decline, whether new drilling occurs or not, without faster scaling of these new industries workers and
communities risk being left without the opportunities they deserve.”



https://act.foe.scot/r?u=jzbiXFgLid-g3wkpZqeIYdbK4SlrgJYLnkCqtCCWJZ1FsYUYGoQXGGjxQFliUobgyYQqz80ZTGN4qLibxgJBGMcQuqixRWUYueUu3LvNTWOsPIKWrcWqpYLo2U1GonRD&e=437ee0a1caa08b6e1dd28aa837866019&utm_source=foescotland&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in_focus_post_election_blog&n=1
https://eciu.net/

Optimism of the Intellect

Wind and solar have made Spain “one of Europe's
cheapest power markets”. In the first four months of
2026, the average wholesale electricity price in Spain
was €44 per megawatt-hour. In Italy, where the Meloni
government has dug in on gas reliance, it was €127.

In Germany, €96. In the UK, €103. The story behind
that ranking is simple. Spain increasingly pushed gas
increasingly out of its electricity supply, and the price of
electricity followed.

Bangladesh has floated tenders for 495 megawatts of
solar power, stepping up efforts to cut its reliance on
imported fuel as the Iran war drives a surge in energy
prices.

South Korea is moving forward with a major offshore
wind project valued at about $3.5 billion, with state-run
power companies competing for development rights and
a domestic turbine supplier emerging as the leading
candidate.

Poland is planning a windfall tax on oil and gas
companies’ profits, to help cover the cost of national
fuel-tax cuts.

In Virginia, Governor Spanberger last week enacted

a new law that voids community-wide prohibitions on
solar farms. At the moment nearly two-thirds of counties
outright ban or severely restrict large solar farms.

Soaring prices and fuel shortages are compelling
countries in Africa to look towards electric vehicles.
Customs data shows the number of EVs imported to
the continent more than doubled in 2025. Ethiopia’s fuel
shortages are rippling through transport systems and
daily life, reinforcing its effort to cut costly imports of

oil and gas and strengthen its energy security. “Egypt,
South Africa and Morocco also are pursuing a transition
to EV use, adopting a mix of policy incentives, investing
in manufacturing capacity and in clean energy.”

And in_Bolivia, fuel shortages and junk gasoline’ are
also driving a surge in electric cars.

Overall, in the first three months of the year, EV sales
grew by 80% in Asian countries outside of China
and by 75% in Latin America — driven by adoption in
Brazil and Mexico — compared to the same period last
year. In Europe, sales were up close to 30% year-on-
year. Two of those three months were before the war on

Iran, so we can expect that trend to accelerate.

China’s estimated solar-module producing
capacity is 1,000-1,200 gigawatts per year. The
world is currently installing only around half of that.
Some call that “overcapacity”. Yet with increased long-
term financing, emerging markets and developing
economies could install solar capacity at much higher
rates; underlining the point that it's not a matter of
“overcapacity”, but of underdeployment.

Two Chinese companies demonstrated new levels
of solar cell efficiency in April - up to 28% and 28.13%
and are putting them into mass production. Most current
solar cells are about 20 -22% efficient. These are silicon
based cells which are projected to peak at about 33%
efficiency. Cells made with Perovskite are projected to
reach 47%.

Solar-Drip System Triples Cotton Yields and Cuts
Water Use in Uzbekistan Researchers from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Xinjiang Institute of
Ecology and Geography (XIEG) have spent three years
deploying photovoltaic-powered fertigation systems on
cotton plots near Nukus in Uzbekistan’s Aral Sea region.
This combines solar panels with drip irrigation, using
solar-generated electricity to pump and deliver water
and fertilizer directly to plant roots, improving efficiency
in arid conditions. This has tripled yields to nearly five
tonnes per hectare while reducing water use by around
30%. It also includes the transfer of more than 200
salt- and drought-resistant plant species to Uzbekistan.
The cooperation began after a 2018 request following a
severe salt-dust storm.


https://janrosenow.substack.com/p/spain-just-became-one-of-europes?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-20&utm_campaign=Daily%2BBriefing%2BAntarctica%2Bs%2Brecord%2Bmelt%2BAfrica%2Bs%2BEVs%2BAramco%2Bprofits%2Bjump
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/italy-pays-price-melonis-stalled-green-energy-transition-2026-05-21/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UN+backs+ICJ+Wind+and+solar+outpace+gas+Oil+drops+6+
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2026/05/06/major-offshore-wind-project/1911778110557/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-07&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Round-the-clock+renewables+EU+floats+easy+methane+rules+Mega+tsunami+risk
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/bangladesh-turns-solar-middle-east-crisis-drives-energy-risks-2026-05-06/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-07&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Round-the-clock+renewables+EU+floats+easy+methane+rules+Mega+tsunami+risk
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/poland-plans-windfall-tax-oil-companies-help-curb-fuel-bills-2026-05-20/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UN+backs+ICJ+Wind+and+solar+outpace+gas+Oil+drops+6+
https://www.theenergymix.com/virginias-new-law-blocks-counties-from-banning-solar/
https://apnews.com/article/ethiopia-electric-vehicles-iran-war-d4d5ffa1a7b06d3b2e34d59dcc80f0e7?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-20&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Antarctica+s+record+melt+Africa+s+EVs+Aramco+profits+jump
https://apnews.com/article/bolivia-electric-cars-expensive-gas-e6135ccebc648053132d85e627bcb5ac?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-20&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Antarctica+s+record+melt+Africa+s+EVs+Aramco+profits+jump
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/05/20/electric-car-sales-race-ahead-in-se-asia-and-latin-america-amid-oil-supply-crisis/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UN+backs+ICJ+Wind+and+solar+outpace+gas+Oil+drops+6+
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/china-opinion/article/3353281/why-world-needs-china-save-more-not-less
https://www.theenergymix.com/two-chinese-companies-set-new-world-records-for-solar-cell-efficiency/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/?e=f85b05dec2&u=3804e8517f18cc127a31574ee&id=43fd5a487e

EVENTS

HAZARDS
Monday, 15 June 2026 11-12.30am CAMPAIGN

UCU head office, University and College Union, Carlow Street, London, NW1 7LH

The TUCAN (Trade Union Clean Air Network) AGM is taking place on Monday, 15 June, 11.-12.30am. lItis
being held at the UCU National Office in London. This will be a hybrid meeting in the lead up to Clean Air Day
on 18 June. All supporting organisations are invited to attend, please let us know if you are joining us, so we
can arrange refreshments.

Please reply to the email address below for details of the online link.
TUCAN AGM Agenda

Welcome and overview of TUCAN activity

Speaker: Barry Gardiner MP

Speaker: Union Officer TBC

Questions and contributions

TUCAN Work Plan 2026 & election of officers & steering group

Networking & refreshments

Refugee Week 15 - 21 June

During UNISON members will be putting this image up on union noticeboards and
sending it around social media. If the Gulf Stream is overturned, everyone in this country will
become a climate refugee, so let's point that out and spread a little empathy.
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https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TUCAN-AGM.pdf
https://refugeeweek.org/

EVENTS

On Fire and Under Fire

Wednesday i July, 10am Department of Energy
. t pay, we wbn't pay - join the demo -

@ Wecan't
On Fire and Under Fire: Climate, backlash, and 3

winning with working class communities

9:30 - 5:30 Friday 26 June at TUC HQ in central
London: organised by the TUC and NEON.

4

’ - rid \‘-"7" - »
| y ) ¥ #Ena #Make
The day brings together industrial workers, unions
and climate groups to grapple with a hard question: Oll "’. reen ["ERGY
how does climate action survive and win in an age Wa rs "g Falr ] FORALL

of fury and backlash? 7
R

Registration here . » » o . LA

We can’t pay, we won'’t pay!

/'30,4 We demand that our government

%y
S 0’7&0 * End our dependence on Fossil fuels, which
O W B ’0/% leaves us exposed to price hikes when wars

T Pﬂ
Surnlﬂm Lj N )Ole; break Out

E"""m"”“ = Give everyone access to cheap to produce

=
T ey SIS solar and wind ener: tleti
=L, D gy - don't let it go to
Culfifre =775 waste

Ol
Use the savings from cheap renewables to

THIS IS NOT INEVITABLE bring down bills.
Saturday 27th June Called by the Fuel Poverty Action Group

10:30 - 16:30
Mechanics Institute, Manchester

MID BDD
N

Book tickets for £5 here

Some free tickets available for those who need at
info@campaigncc.org

Conference co-hosted by Campaign against Climate
Change and the Greater Manchester Climate
Justice Coalition, part of the trade union year of
climate action.

There will be three sessions:

The uses of Al in war and surveillance

The climate and environmental impacts of data
centres

How Al is affecting our jobs and wider society F UE\:EOV ERT}’

and the action that trade unions are taking

Each session will have a speaker panel followed by P\CTION

group discussion.

flickr.com/photo ._



https://events.tuc.org.uk/OnFireandUnderFire#/
https://events.tuc.org.uk/OnFireandUnderFire#/
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39ispmPgnyBeLzstfRs0GcN1CCDFP3vgedvgDWSnjJGvtimyrY4TBMSphSwFn2WweLeV3uqMde7K6z3I3ex_AflhYzxMrCNnRcfgMsDyrRHhKwJ7Zhaz9R3-0v6mp5V3_pwWzLbYTexcKBlc_GOLhQqiBozGo0qCM8I-NCWZwY0Y0o7QJQ0KI5-mi_Tz2nwUCWGClWZACECmGYFvZj4s6gMZBljtiTv3xXyIQ45eg7cdanDE-WR6ABi7LZ0DxkzAg-Iv9lg-yVUcD4tzZPq4PeTlQRchv3r514A5teORIQFXQ/4qn/Ah-GhSoHR1GlImPDsw_w_w/h32/h001.unBync6nwvBJQrYA7BpDrcfvxt1qtoH_hYs84NiYP_4
https://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk/

Green Bites

337

thousand

of climate contrarian claims
required hidden assumptions
which commit reasoning fallacies -
principally slothful induction, cherry
picking, and oversimplification.

plus or minus €4.7 trillion. The
avoidable annual economic value
lost through linear material use:
roughly 37% of global GDP . The UK
Government’s forthcoming Circular
Economy Growth Plan (developed
with the Circular Economy
Taskforce) aims to tackle this here
across sectors including agri-food,
construction, chemicals, electronics,
textiles and transport.

Vote in the United Nations
affirming that backing a world
court opinion that countries have
a legal obligation to address
climate change despite attempts
by the US to get it withdrawn.

The 12 million hectares of marginal
land that Indonesia is proposing
to reforest.

Deaths averted by the rapid
growth of EVs in China, up to 2023,
most of them from the reduction in
particulate and carbon monoxide
emissions in concentrated urban
areas.

Solar panels: Request for Case Studies

Two
thirds

The increase in power prices
on the largest electric grid in
the US, which covers 13 states,
in the first quarter of this year
“due to rampant demand from
datacentres”.

of UK and US electricity is now being
used by Data Centres.

Of the costs of the war on

Iran that can be paid for with

the Trump administration’s $1.6
billion cut to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.
This will eliminate NOAA climate,
weather and ocean research labs
and grants aimed at improving
rainfall and flood prediction;

and cut the Integrated Ocean
Observing System, which monitors
what’s happening in the ocean,
where hurricanes strengthen and
where coastal flooding begins...
because who needs that?

of Europe’s gas imports are
expected to be sourced from the
United States this year and 80%

by 2028. The Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis
is warning that hiking U.S. imports
risks Europe creating a “new energy
dependence”. US LNG is both
expensive and has a carbon footprint
a third worse than coal, so not a
good move.

Has your workplace installed, or is it considering installing, solar panels as part of its decarbonisation efforts? If
so, GJA would love to hear from you as part of an information gathering exercise.

We're interested in understanding how these projects are progressing in practice, what impact they’re having,
and how workers feel about them.

We're especially keen to hear from union reps who have been involved in any stage of the process, whether
that’s initiating conversations, being consulted, negotiating, or helping shape how solar and battery systems are
introduced in the workplace.

Are there examples where renewable energy has helped reduce energy costs, improve workplace sustainability,
and potentially create opportunities to reinvest savings into jobs, pay, or working conditions? If you have a story,
insight, or experience to share, please get in touch with us at gjacoms@gja.com



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17524032.2026.2663476
https://dashboard.circularity-gap.world/report/2026/cgr-2026-overview?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/europes-reliance-us-gas-set-rise-research-report-says-2026-05-13/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+China+US+discuss+energy+India+fuel-saving+Trump+attacks+UK+s+windmilling+
https://ieefa.org/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/indonesia-wants-reforest-12-million-hectares-degraded-land-may-sell-carbon-2026-05-12/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+China+US+discuss+energy+India+fuel-saving+Trump+attacks+UK+s+windmilling+
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44360-026-00120-2?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-14&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+supply+plunge+Mediterranean+gas+World+Cup+heat+fears
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/may/13/datacentres-electricity-consumption-uk-us-ai?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-14&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+supply+plunge+Mediterranean+gas+World+Cup+heat+fears
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-05-14/data-centers-drive-76-rise-in-power-bills-on-largest-us-grid?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-15&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Trump+and+Xi+talk+energy+Canada+s+gas+bet+Cuba+out+of+diesel+
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/may/21/un-vote-support-icj-world-court-climate-change-opinion?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+UN+backs+ICJ+Wind+and+solar+outpace+gas+Oil+drops+6+
https://www.defenddemocracy.press/slashing-climate-weather-and-ocean-research-to-pay-for-32-hours-of-iran-war/

Green Bites

Graph of the Month Quotes of the

Month

The “eye watering costs” of not meeting climate targets.
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I The issue tha?ts going

to resonate with voters is

1 affordability and it just turns out
b that at this point in the energy
1 transition, doing the right thing
I /s cheaper. Even before Iran,
| it was very obvious which way
I the world was going. Solar and
I wind don’t have to go through
the Strait of Hormuz. But now,
I anyone who’s not a blind fool
I knows that fossil fuels are

I expensive and untrustworthy.”
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Global aggregate GDP losses from climate impacts
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Tom Steyer, possible
Democrat candidate for
California governor.
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Note: Solid lines indicate median estimates of the damage functions
The ranges are the S5th-95th percentiles of the damage functions

"Really, this is not an energy
crisis. This is a fossil fuel crisis”.
EU energy commissioner Dan
Jargenson

For anyone who says “we can’t afford to meet climate targets”, this
is what not meeting them looks like. From the climate crisis in seven

“No tumble dryer will be safe”
graphs.

were Ed Miliband to become
PM, according to Harvey Jones
in the Daily Express

New on the Blog

e Liberating Work A one-year accelerator programme to support the
creation of jobs in new worker-controlled green projects has been

launched by workers.coop, the UK federation of worker and social _
cooperatives.... B i E jobs
* UNISON shows the way At UNISON conference in June, Motion 83, Supporting the Greener

2026 Year of Green Activity (YoGA) — Turning Activity into Activism,

the UNISON NEC puts a number of key points on the way forward for Jobs Alliance

climate activism through and by trade unions. The GJAis a loose coalition of
organisations involved in climate
* Record temperatures in spring — ‘glorious weather’ or a wake-up change work.

call? The last week of May has broken temperature records in the UK.

UK records hottest spring day as heatwave hits 35C. This has been We wish to make it clear that

overwhelmingly treated as a good news story where we can bask in the views expressed in our
weather that is ‘better’ than many exotic holiday destinations. It also publications and activities do not
came a few days after a Climate Change Committee Report ‘A Well- necessarily reflect the position
Adapted UK’ that highlighted the threats from heat, flooding and drought. of all the organisations whom
British way of life under threat from heat, flooding and drought — we work with. We will always

seek to make that clear by
listing the organisations that
have specifically signed up to a
particular initiative.

Subscribe to the GJA Newsletter @ greenerjobsalliance.co.uk @ H
12

Climate Change Committee



https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/climate-crisis-explained-seven-graphs
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/liberating-work/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/unison-shows-the-way/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/further-comments-on-the-ccc-report/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/12/climate/tom-steyer-california-governor.html?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+China+US+discuss+energy+India+fuel-saving+Trump+attacks+UK+s+windmilling+
https://apnews.com/article/cyprus-eu-energy-fossil-jet-fuel-renewables-natural-gas-c9518120fb1a746046fe003fcdd82036?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-14&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+supply+plunge+Mediterranean+gas+World+Cup+heat+fears
https://www.express.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/2204919/ed-milibands-time-just-come-tear-uk-apart-if-keir-starmer-falls/amp?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-05-14&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Oil+supply+plunge+Mediterranean+gas+World+Cup+heat+fears
https://twitter.com/GJAlliance
https://www.instagram.com/greenerjobsalliance/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Greener-Jobs-Alliance/100057637082517/
https://www.instagram.com/greenerjobsalliance/



