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Editorial: Don’t add fuel to the fires
To misquote JFK, Marco Rubio says that the US administration is “not afraid of 
climate change”. Let him go to Bordeaux. 

Kemi Badenoch says “there are no prizes for coming first in the race to net zero”. 
Let her go to Bordeaux. 

The British press says “it’s no hotter than 1976”. Let them go to Bordeaux!

The scenes from France and Spain should be a wake up call. Flames 100 metres 
high, and whole plane loads of water evaporating in the heat before they hit them. 
Pyrocumulonimbus clouds seen in Europe for the first time. These are enormous 
storm clouds formed by the wildfires that breaks debris into the stratosphere and 
spread the fires further with lightning strikes up to 40 miles distant. 350,000 people 
evacuated from around Bordeaux, a city of a million people. The biggest evacuation 
in France since the Second World War. Thousands of excess deaths. Enormous 
costs, showing just how expensive it is to let climate change rip. Even before the 
fires, French nuclear power stations were being shut down because the water 
needed to cool them was too warm and German industrial production in the Ruhr 
was being hit because the Rhine was too low.

The reaction to it, hobbled by years of neo-liberal cuts to fire services - 12,000 fewer 
fire fighters in the UK since 2010 says the FBU - and failure to invest in equipment 
that climate denial just assumed would never be needed. Now it is. And even 
more in the future. The firewalls in Wales and the Cairngorms show that investing 
in military hard power instead of climate mitigation and resilience does not make 
people safe. Quite the opposite. 

Continued

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/europe-recorded-10000-excess-deaths-during-late-june-heatwave-data-show-2026-07-12/
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/france-nuclear-reactors-french-heatwave-rivers-cooling-india-nuclear-plants-risk-electricity-science-news-2948280-2026-07-15
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-15/german-industry-output-at-risk-as-heat-wave-dries-up-rhine-river?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-28&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Canada+wildfires+Australia+s+AI+restrictions+Miliband+no+longer+chancellor+frontrunner+


2Greener Jobs Alliance Newsletter No:87 August 2026

Trade Union Round Up

Photo Jenny Cooper

Climate at the Big Meeting 
The Campaign Against Climate Change Trade Union Group was joined 
at the Durham Miners' Gala by comrades in Fuel Poverty Action, Climate 
Action Durham, Divest Tyne and Wear, Newcastle XR and others, to run a 
stall and form a small climate bloc on the parade (many thanks to Durham 
NEU for letting us to slot in behind their bloc). 

Despite lower numbers than usual turning out to watch the parade, the 
campaign stalls were busy throughout the day, making for some varied and 
interesting conversations but sadly leaving little time to visit the trade union 
tents and discuss the Year of Action or the debates around transition policy. 

This was a pity as there had definitely been some tension around the topic 
of the North Sea between some union members and a few climate activists, 
highlighting a clear need for more spaces where people can be brought 
together for these hard discussions on a person-to-person level. 

Ellen Robottom

Heat Actions 
A survey of 1,000 UK parents carried out on behalf of Round Our 
Way 
found that during June’s heatwave more than half had one or more 
child miss at least a day of school; 40% reported children coming 
home overheated and exhausted; 46% said their children were 
unable to play outside because it was too hot; and almost two-thirds 
said summers in the UK were “starting to feel genuinely unsafe for 
children”. 

Supporting the Greener 
Jobs Alliance
The GJA is a loose coalition of 
organisations involved in climate 
change work. 

We wish to make it clear that 
the views expressed in our 
publications and activities do not 
necessarily reflect the position 
of all the organisations whom 
we work with. We will always 
seek to make that clear by 
listing the organisations that 
have specifically signed up to a 
particular initiative.

In Spain, PM Pedro Sanchez is 
calling for a cross party pact for 
action on climate. He has been 
rebuffed by the Right and Far Right, 
even as areas they run are burning 
around them. In France, President 
Macron calls the fires France’s 
greatest challenge since WW2, even 
as he blocs in parliament with the 
denialist Rassemblement Nationale 
against La France Insoumise, who 
are calling for a Sixth Republic to be 
founded  “on a social and ecological 
basis”. In the UK, new PM Andy 
Burnham has so far been quiet on 
climate and although his cabinet has 
Ed Miliband and Miatta Fahbulleh 
in it in key roles, the commanding 
heights of the Treasury are held 
by those who want to increase war 
spending above all else; and we 
still have people in the trade union 
movement who want additional 
drilling to throw more fuel onto the 
fires.

To focus debate on the need to 
redirect funding from war to safety, 
we have helped work on a motion 
for discussion in union bodies, 
campaigning groups and political 
parties, which can be seen here. 
We urge all our supporters to put 
this motion to your union, or party, 
or any group where you think this 
discussion needs taking through. 

Paul Atkin Ed

Continued from page 1

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2026/jul/11/uk-pupils-struggle-extreme-heat-schools-classrooms
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/motion-on-a-transformative-approach-to-the-fossil-fuel-energy-crisis/
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Trade Union Round Up
NEU General Secretary calls for climate 
investment in schools
I am writing to you to call for urgent investment for education buildings to 
be retrofitted or upgraded to help adapt to climate change. Schools need to 
be more resilient to heat and cold, be more energy efficient, and ultimately 
transition to net zero. Much more needs to be done to help better prepare 
our education system for the climate emergency. Greater investment is 
needed to make all schools resilient to this type of extreme weather, which 
is only going to become more common. Daniel Kebede Full letter here

Plans by the DFE and DESNZ to install solar panels on a further 250 
schools this year - 100 with direct state funding via GBE, and 150 piloting a 
private sector model - would have to be accelerated to 4,400 a year to cover 
all 22,000 schools in England by 2030, or 2,200 a year to do it by 2035. 

Trade Union Round Up

Photo Jenny Cooper 

https://neu.org.uk/latest/press-releases/neu-writes-bridget-phillipson-schools-endure-another-day-extreme-heat?_locale=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-more-schools-to-save-on-bills-as-government-solar-drive-slashes-millions-off-energy-costs
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Trade Union & Campaigning Round Up

Green MP Hannah Spencer with Fuel Poverty Action and fellow petition signatories outside the Department of 
Energy on 1 July, the day fuel bills went up. Photo FPA and Morning Star.

We all want our FAIR SHARE  of power from the wind and sun
The new Make Green Fair 
campaign launched by Fuel Poverty 
Action aims to make sure the 
benefits of the green transition go 
equally to the people who most need 
this rescue from the disastrous costs 
of fossil fuels.  

People at the sharp end are 
struggling to heat, or cool, their 
homes, pay the bills, and still eat, 
and with the effects of climate 
change and wars more and more of 
us will be in that position. 

Power from the wind and sun could 
make a huge positive difference - 
but sadly, those who need it most 
get the least from this natural 
bounty.  Profits from renewables are 
doing very nicely.  And the luckier 
ones among us are benefitting too – 
those of us who own a well insulated 
home, fit for solar panels and a heat 
pump, and an electric car outside.  
But those of us who are less tech 
savvy, and lack the necessary kit, 
are missing out, as usual.   
 

We cannot let renewable energy 
mimic the injustices of the fossil fuel-
based economy. Make Green Fair 
is turning a spotlight on the many 
apparently separate injustices that 
make life even more unequal.

On 19 September  Fuel Poverty 
Action is holding a conference in 
Manchester to work out together 
how we can make sure that green 
tech benefits all of us – not just 
profiteers and the wealthier 
homes.  We’re inviting people with 
personal experience of heat pumps, 
heat networks, solar panels, storage 
heaters.  And people who know 
about where energy comes from: 
community energy, wind and solar 
farm “curtailment”, Carbon Capture 
and Storage, the exploitative mines 
in the Global South that supply our 
batteries and turbines. 

It’s an ambitious day, part of the 
Climate Justice Coalition’s week of 
action.  We hope you’ll be part of it, 
and spread the word around.  

This conference follows our Open 
Letter, sent in April 2026 with over 
60 organisations.  The letter details 
specific injustices and demands a 
commitment from the government:  
guarantee that everyone in the UK 
will get a fair share of the benefits of 
renewable energy.   

Then on 1 July, with energy prices 
rising, we went to hand deliver 
a 12,000 strong petition at the 
Department of Energy Security 
and Net Zero.  This report in the 
Morning Star gives a flavour of the 
day.  

As the world turns towards 
renewable energy - finally! - it’s 
critical to make sure that this green 
transition is fair.  Anything else just 
breeds resentment, social division, 
and further deaths from poverty, 
cold, and heat.  

Ruth London FPA

https://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk/make-green-fair-conference/
https://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk/open-letter-make-green-fair/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/make-green-fair/
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/campaigners-erect-wind-turbines-outside-department-energy-rallying-lower-bills-prices-soar
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Trade Union & Campaigning Round Up

UNISON is calling for summer crisis plans for ambulance workers. 
National ambulance officer Sharan Bandesha said: “Heatwaves are 
piling even more pressure on already stretched ambulance services.

“Crews are spending hours caring for patients in the back of boiling 
hot ambulances while waiting to hand them over to busy hospitals. 
Many patients in dire need are likely to be treated in a car park.

“Spending hours in a sweltering vehicle, often without air 
conditioning, poses obvious risks, particularly for people who are 
there because they're seriously ill or injured.

“As engines need to be turned off while crews queue in the baking 
heat, on-board cooling systems are usually out of action.

“Ambulance trusts plan extensively for winter pressures. It's time 
summer is treated with the same level of urgency.”

UNITE is balloting bus drivers 
employed by Arriva in Barking, 
Clapton, Dartford, Edmonton, 
Enfield, Grays, Palmers Green, 
Stamford Hill, Tottenham and 
Wood Green on strike action over 
“unbearable” heatwave conditions. 
The London assembly has voted 
unanimously to introduce a ‘bill of 
rights’ for bus drivers including 

•	 a safe work schedule without 
forced overtime or loss of pay, 

•	 an acceptable rest break during 
the workday.

•	 access to a toilet on all bus 
routes, 

•	 the right to report safety 
concerns without fear of 
retribution from TfL or employers,

•	 all buses have working air-
cooling and heating systems. 

https://unison.org.uk/news/2026/07/extreme-heat-means-summer-crisis-plans-are-needed-ambulances-says-unison
https://walthamforestecho.co.uk/2026/07/09/london-assembly-backs-extra-protections-for-bus-drivers-amid-warning-over-unbearable-conditions/
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Trade Union & Campaigning Round Up
Research by the European 
Trade Union Institute suggests 
130 million European workers 
are exposed to heat stress in the 
workplace each year and that 
this is intensifying and leading to 
action.

In Italy, delivery riders went 
on strike and demonstrated in 
Milan, Bologna and Florence last 
week, calling for better working 
conditions in the heat.

Health and Safety Executive falls down 
on the job
Green MP Hannah Spencer has introduced a private members bill in 
Parliament to

• set up an independent body to recommend maximum safe workplace
temperatures

• and set out how those recommendations should be implemented.

The strange argument against this from the Health and Safety Executive, 
that a legal maximum is unworkable because some workplaces - like 
bakeries - are too hot regardless of what the weather is like, begs the 
question of why the HSE does not recommend additional cooling for such 
workplaces; or for outdoor work, like the refrigerated clothing now standard 
in Japan. They also don't seem to have noticed that such a maximum 
seems perfectly workable in Spain, where, along with rules requiring a 
bearable level of relative humidity there are maximum levels of :

• 27ºC for sedentary work
• 25ºC for indoor light manual work
• While there are no specific limits for heavier work, inside or outside,

employers forcing people to work in exceptional heat and without
adequate protection, especially heavy labour in very hot weather, risk
hefty fines, closure, or imprisonment, for putting their staff in danger.

If Andy Burnham is serious about taking measures to improve everyday life, 
he will give government time to Spencer’s bill so that it doesn’t get talked 
out, as private members’ bills tend to be. We should support a campaign in 
the Labour Party and unions to make sure he does.

Five ways to argue better
When we are constantly talking about an issue we care deeply about, we can get stuck in patterns and use 
similar phrases or ideas, not really challenging ourselves to think about what the audience is hearing.

1 Make it clear who is responsible for the problem. 
Excluding the cause makes problems look inevitable and unsolvable. “Global temperatures are rising” fails 
to explain that they are being driven upwards by the greed of fossil fuel companies.

2 Use terms that make the harm clear  
When we hide the damage, we hide the problem. It’s not “fuel poverty” – instead we could say “people can’t 
afford to heat their homes”.

3 Drop the jargon 
The wider public don’t understand terms like Net Zero, Just Transition, or energy efficiency in the same way 
you do. We should use clearer language, such as “moving to a new greener economy” or “reducing energy 
waste”.

4 Stick to our own message 
Don’t repeat the opposition. Even when you attempt to challenge a statement, you can accidentally reinforce 
the negative connections in people’s minds.

5 Motivate with positive values 
People care about other people and the environment - being reminded of that is motivating to them. We 
need to do more of it.

This is a  brief summary of an excellent toolkit from FOE Scotland. 
Check it out here and let's sharpen up our act.

• In Spain a union in Andalucia
is raising the inadequacy of
protections for Glovo delivery
riders under the company's
summer protocol when
temperatures were approaching
45C.

• In France teachers' unions last
month urged their members
to exercise their right to strike
because of impossibly high
temperatures in classrooms and
during school examinations, as
thousands of schools closed
or changed their timetables in
response.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1dydw0r246o
https://foe.scot/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Communicating-a-better-future_toolkit_digital_pages_-Single-page-version.pdf
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Reality checks/war shocks
The price of heat
June 2026’s record-breaking heatwave has had an estimated, direct economic cost of at least £2.36bn. 

This is the result of reduced productivity due to the well-documented effect of all work becoming harder at higher 
temperatures, and that infrastructure and equipment overheat and fail. 

For each one degree Celsius temperature increase above 30 degrees in Europe, a 3% reduction in average output 
per hour has been observed. 

In a prolonged heatwave, these 
impacts add up to become 
significant economic losses. This is 
only the direct economic cost from 
productivity losses, and excludes 
the knock-on effects of increased 
energy demand.

If heatwaves continue to worsen 
at the same pace as the previous 
decade, we should expect 
cumulative losses from each 
summers’ heatwaves of at least 
£25bn by 2030. 

This is likely to be an underestimate 
of their true cost, since it is 
recording only the direct impact on 
productivity.
To reduce the economic losses of 
heatwaves, and to better protect 
those in work, we recommend 

•	 a national maximum working 
temperature; 

•	 the introduction of national heat 
insurance to protect incomes 
of those unable to work during 
heatwaves

•	 investment in active cooling 
and urban redesign, including 
greening urban spaces, to 
reduce the impact of extreme 
heat itself.

Full Report from Verdant Thinking 
here.

Days with maximum temperature at or above 30C in June 2026

https://www.verdantthinking.org/publications-and-events/the-price-of-heat
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Reality checks/war shocks

Greenpeace proposals for an extreme heat strategy

NB 1976 stands out in the late twentieth century because it was so unusual. It would now be normative. So 
the economic impacts noted by the Verdant Thinking Report cited above will become greater the longer these 
temperatures keep increasing. Ed

Legal limits on maximum workplace temperatures

A requirement for heat safety plans for schools and hospitals

Emergency funding to heat-proof schools, hospitals, care 
homes and public housing

Public cooling centres in libraries, community centres and other 
public buildings

A stronger tax on the fossil fuel industry’s multi-billion-pound 
profits to help fund these efforts
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Reality checks/war shocks
Climate campaigns set 6 tests for Andy Burnham
These six tests are endorsed by Climate Action Network UK, Climate Outreach, ClientEarth, Friends of the 
Earth, Green Alliance, Greenpeace UK, Marine Conservation Society, Oceana UK, RSPB, The Climate 
Coalition, The Wildlife Trusts, Wildlife and Countryside Link and WWF. 

•	 Bring down bills for good -  Ensuring more people feel the benefits of the energy transition by using 
the Energy Independence Bill to roll out renewable energy at pace, legislate for the North Sea oil and gas 
licensing ban, and make a full government commitment to electrification and insulation for homes.

•	 Support a fair transition for workers and communities -  Champion policies that lower bills, warm 
homes and create high-quality jobs, learning from past transitions to better support workers and industries 
impacted by change, including British farmers.

•	 Restore our natural environment -  Protect at least 30% of land and sea for nature while also supporting 
nature friendly farming practices and ensuring that new housing and infrastructure allows both people and 
nature to thrive.

•	 Ensure polluters play their part in the transition - Stand up to the polluters who have been making 
huge profits – whether by dumping sewage and chemicals into our waterways or by producing climate-
wrecking fossil fuels –  and hold them to account through tighter regulation, fines and taxation.   

•	 Protect civic space, public participation and the right to protest - Safeguard our democracy and 
protect civic space to ensure the British public can have their voices heard, whether that be through 
protest, legal challenge, campaigning or community action.

•	 Champion international leadership -  Drive forward international action on climate and nature. They 
must also oppose violations of international law that so often cause – and are caused by – environmental 
neglect and unsustainable energy policies.

Sleight of hand of 
the month
The statement by Andrew Bowie, 
the Conservative shadow Scotland 
secretary, that the UK should aim for 
“maximum economic recovery” of oil 
and gas from the North Sea is more 
nuanced than it seems. 

The word “economic” is the key one. 
There are a lot of licences to drill 
in the North Sea that are not being 
used because it is not “economic”, 
i.e. profitable for the companies that 
own them to do it. 

The only way to make them 
profitable would either be through 
a dramatic and sustained increase 

in price - which would obviously be passed on to anyone buying the oil and gas extracted (so would not increase 
not reduce costs) - and/or the companies concerned get subsidies from the state to do it, putting a burden on all of 
us to subsidise their profits. With most new developments in the North Sea largely automated, none of this will 
sustain jobs.

https://nicholasbeuret.substack.com/p/jobs-jobs-jobs
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Reality checks/war shocks
Banking on the World bank? 
Ed Miliband’s pledge to take the UKs seat at the World Bank to “put the climate crisis and overseas 
development at the heart of UK international relations” is welcome.

To do so in practice will require,

• a direct collision with the United States, which is the WBs largest shareholder and has just bullied it into
abandoning its 45% climate finance target.

• and a reversal of the UK government's cuts to overseas development aid, including climate finance, to
fund its war spending.

That will need a fight in cabinet and beyond for the government to publish in full and face up to the 
consequences of the Intelligence Services Report Global biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and 
national security which, as Lord Deben pointed out in the Independent “so frightened government ministers, 
and showed them to be so unprepared, that they banned its publication” which the opposition hasn’t made a fuss 
about because it “would undermine their current downplaying of climate disruption”. 

We are going to need a big, broad campaign to get this report published with a proper public debate about it and 
its implication that current concepts of “national security” are stuck in outdated Cold War reflexes as a kind of 
displacement activity from the real threat.  

Image by Octavian Catană on Unsplash

Renewables are cheaper
The International Renewable Energy Agency finds that over 90% of new 
utility-scale solar and wind capacity delivered power at a lower cost last 
year than the cheapest, newly-installed fossil-fuel-based alternative.

Costs for solar photovoltaics, onshore wind, and offshore wind energy have 
fallen by 89%, 71%, and 63%, respectively, since 2010. Battery storage 
costs have also fallen an overall 95% since 2010.

Renewable deployment saves an estimated US$480 billion globally in fossil 
fuel costs in 2025.

The European Commission is arguing that its 2040 electrification target 
will save the EU countries E200billion in avoided fossil fuel costs. This 
follows warnings from the International Energy Agency that “Europe has 
made a ‘major mistake’ by failing to wean its economy off imported fossil 
fuels quickly enough since the 2022 energy crunch.” But a proposed ban 
on the import of Chinese made inverters (which supply 70% of the total) 
would disrupt solar and wind expansion in the poorer Central and Eastern 
European countries which are lagging behind  in their efforts to move away 
from fossil fuels, according to a letter to Ursula Von Der Leyen from 36 
companies and investors. 

https://www.edie.net/ed-miliband-to-lead-uk-engagement-at-world-bank-on-climate-and-development/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/world-bank-abandon-goal-devote-45-lending-resources-climate-change-projects-2026-06-29/
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/climate-change-military-national-security-threat-b3020097.html
https://www.theenergymix.com/geopolitical-shock-absorbers-renewables-avoid-480b-in-fossil-fuel-costs-irena-calculates/
https://www.edie.net/electrifying-europe-could-save-e200bn-and-cut-fossil-fuel-dependency/
https://www.ft.com/content/fbeb7df0-41fb-4981-8d78-01c7a95d3ed6
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Nearly 12 million people gained access to clean 
cooking solutions in 2024, around three times 
the annual rate achieved in 2010, with early data 
signaling that 2025 shows a further increase. Full 
report here.

Each additional unit of 
renewable energy removes 
three of fossil fuels

Clean Cooking

When energy statistics are collected, there is a clear 
statistical/ political bias against non-fossil fuels other 
than nuclear power and biomass, because all of the 
energy output of producing energy is counted, even 
though overall, 

•	 around 60 per cent of world fossil fuel energy is 
wasted in producing electricity. 

•	 In the case of nuclear power, only one third of the 
energy is turned into electricity - the rest is wasted 
in warm water sent to rivers and seas.  

•	 So, the real impact of renewables in cutting 
carbon emissions is at least three times their 
actual output: because otherwise fossil fuels 
would be producing the electricity, and electric 
machines are much more efficient at point of 
use (eg cars). 

From Solar + wind cuts global greenhouse 
emissions by over 12% - but nuclear contribution 
stagnates by David Toke.

Investment in Nature generates Growth in every Postcode
Research commissioned by the RSPB, found that plugging the £5-6bn per year investment gap in funding 
to meet the UKs nature targets would support £80bn of economic output over the next decade and create 
80,000 long-term, skilled and productive jobs; many in communities currently with lower employment 
opportunities. From Labour List

Photo by Stephen Olatunde on Unsplash

Optimism of the Intellect

https://www.iea.org/reports/clean-cooking-in-africa-2026?utm_campaign=IEA+newsletters&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SendGrid
https://davidtoke.substack.com/p/solar-wind-cuts-global-greenhouse?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1068034&post_id=207667829&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=17bn1t&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.rspb.org.uk/media-centre/investing-nature-could-unlock-new-jobs
https://labourlist.org/2026/07/a-new-economics-with-nature-at-its-core/
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Under a new policy, Delhi, a city of 35 million people, will now issue new 
licence plates only to electric small trucks and three-wheelers, from 2027, 
and e-scooters and electric motorbikes from 2028. Scooters and rickshaws 
– which now mostly run on petrol and compressed fossil gas – account for 
more than two-thirds of the tens of millions of vehicles on Delhi’s roads. The 
aim is for 30% of these to have been replaced by electric vehicles by 2030 
to drastically cut levels of air pollution that at certain times of the year is 
equivalent to smoking four packs of cigarettes a day.

Sales of electric motorbikes, scooters and mopeds more than doubled 
in Vietnam last year, according to a recent report from the International 
Energy Agency 

There is a rooftop solar boom in the Philippines.

Poland has just connected to its first offshore wind farm in the Baltic as 
part of its move off coal dependence

The EU is aiming to double the share of its energy provided by 
electricity to 46% by 2040. This could could cut the EU's fossil fuel import 
bill by up to €260 billion per year if met, as the bloc currently imports more 
than 80% of its gas and over 90% of its oil.  

States across the US from California to New Jersey are passing legislation 
to allow plug-in balcony solar panels to cut electricity bills (and fossil fuel 
demand). As Tina Casey puts it in CleanTechnica: this “will fry Trump’s 
brain.” 

While in the UK the New Economics Foundation reports that “if the Bank 
of England were to back a system of low-interest borrowing,” solar panels 
“could be installed on about 8m homes at no direct cost to the government”, 
saving households “about £250 a year on average”; while a government-
commissioned report shows that air-to-air heat pumps, which also 
function as air conditioners, “can often be more efficient than air-to-water 
heat pumps and gas boilers at keeping properties warm”.

A new survey by More in Common “reveals concern over climate impacts 
remains at high levels, while a majority want the government to develop a 
more effective extreme heat plan”. 

The i newspaper reports that “Reform UK is losing its war on solar farms 
– and spending thousands in taxpayer cash”  to do it while investing in 
solar installations and EV chargers has exceeded expectations and raised 
Gloucester Council over £70,000.

The Penny drops 
- even at the 
Telegraph
As most of the right wing press 
respond to the wildfires this 
Summer by what might best be 
described as “making smoke” 
there are some signs that reality 
is breaking through, even in the 
strangest of places. This is Tim 
Stanley in the Daily Telegraph.

“I’m coming to the view that 
the Online Right is going 
wrong, eschewing compassion 
or charm, talking itself into 
corners of angry irrelevance. 
Take climate change. This is no 
longer a matter of speculation: 
the wildfires of Europe, pitiless 
and persistent, are the way we 
live now… 

Here in the UK, we’ve endured 
the three worst harvests on 
record in the last six years, and 
England received only 3% of its 
typical rainfall in the first three 
weeks of July. It is bizarre that 
while the politics of agriculture 
has focused on invidious 
taxes, the actual business is 
threatened by a phenomenon 
that some bloggers still think is 
a hoax. 

The renewal revolution is very 
much already happening, 
making its hardcore opponents 
in the Online Right look very 
silly…” 

Optimism of the Intellect

Photo by Damien Power on Unsplash

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jun/30/delhi-gamechanger-ban-petrol-vehicles-tackle-air-pollution-electric-cars?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-01&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+North+Sea+delusion+Heat+hits+Italy+Balkans+US+EU-China+consultation+
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tb/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTE5ODI5ODk0NjMyNTg3NzMsXCJyXCI6MTkxOTgzMDEwOTY2NDA2MTQ4fSIsInMiOiI5MzI0MzkyYzYyNTI1MzcxIn0
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tb/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTE5ODI5ODk0Njk1NTAyMzEsXCJyXCI6MTkxOTgzMDEwOTY2NDA2MTQ4fSIsInMiOiJiMjM2N2I4ODkxMmMwMjJhIn0
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tb/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTE5ODI5ODk0Njk1NTAyMzEsXCJyXCI6MTkxOTgzMDEwOTY2NDA2MTQ4fSIsInMiOiJiMjM2N2I4ODkxMmMwMjJhIn0
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-12/china-is-supercharging-a-rooftop-solar-boom-in-the-philippines?utm_campaign=Daily%2BBriefing%2BEurope%2Bs%2B10%2B000%2Bheatwave%2Bdeaths%2BBangladesh%2Bs%2Bdeadly%2Bfloods%2BGlobal%2Boil%2Bdemand%2Bdips&utm_medium=email&utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_term=2026-07-13
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-10/orlen-and-northland-deliver-power-from-poland-s-first-baltic-offshore-wind-farm?utm_campaign=Daily%2BBriefing%2BEurope%2Bs%2B10%2B000%2Bheatwave%2Bdeaths%2BBangladesh%2Bs%2Bdeadly%2Bfloods%2BGlobal%2Boil%2Bdemand%2Bdips&utm_medium=email&utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_term=2026-07-13
https://substack.com/@janrosenow/note/c-296286787?utm_source=feed-email-digest
https://cleantechnica.com/2026/07/04/balcony-solar-us-states-legislation-powerful-movement/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+US+heat+deaths+Fires+in+Europe+Beautiful+China+plan
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTIyMzAwOTI2ODA3MjYyNjYsXCJyXCI6MTkyMjMwMTY1MTQ3ODEzMDE1fSIsInMiOiI3YjExODdhNzVhYmFmOTNhIn0
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/07/low-cost-loans-for-solar-panels-could-save-households-hundreds-on-bills-thinktanks
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/environment/article/air-con-units-uk-heatwave-energy-bills-2z6pd277m?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+EU+electrification+goal+Trump+s+climate+critic+Microsoft+s+emissions+surge+
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4532272/survey-thirds-public-concerned-about-climate-change?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+US+heat+deaths+Fires+in+Europe+Beautiful+China+plan
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTIyMzAwOTMxNjUxNjg1NjIsXCJyXCI6MTkyMjMwMTY1MTQ3ODEzMDE1fSIsInMiOiIwNjM5YzNiNGQ5MDc2ZTViIn0
https://www.punchline-gloucester.com/articles/aanews/climate-initiatives-saving-council-tens-of-thousands
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EVENTS

At a time that the UK government is financing its arms drive by cutting Overseas Development Aid and 
turning climate finance for the global South from grants to loans, this annual reparations conference from 
the RMT puts the culpability of the imperial centres up front and demands recompense from the exploiters.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAIABvKck4P-Jer27x1yK9rg2U0u0Q1zkBnOertYd2I/edit?tab=t.0
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EVENTS
Fare Free London 
Panel discussion
Tuesday 29 September, 7.15pm 

“How to make public transport 
free”

•	 Julie Frêche, vice-
president for transport and 
active mobility, Montpellier 
metropolitan area, France – 
which made public transport 
free in 2023 (on zoom)

•	 And trade union and 
community groups

Plus: Fare Free London annual 
meeting/ Review of our work, 
plans for the next year
Golden Lane Community Centre, 
Fann Street, London EC1Y 0SA

NB the New Economics Foundation report, Getting Moving on the Cost of Living. advocates universal public 
transport provision as “one of the most foundational and transformative approaches to addressing inequality” and 
notes that Free buses nationwide could be paid for by effective taxes on wealth.  

https://neweconomics.org/2026/07/cutting-the-transport-cost-of-living


30
Killometres

The distance a leg of the Tour de 
France cycle race was shortened 
on 11 July because of the intense 
heat amid concerns over cyclist 
safety.

$1.1
Trillion

Fossil fuel subsidies projected for 
2026 resulting from the war on Iran.

Twice as 
likely

to live in neighbourhoods 
that are polluted and prone to 
overheating if you are black or on 
low income.

320%

Increase in demand for air 
conditioning during the first 
heatwave this year. The worst 
possible position to take on this is 
that of the French Rassemblement 
Nationale, which wants A/C 
generalised AND no action 
on climate. 8 facts about AC 
explored here.

84%

Of data centres projected for the 
UK are in areas that are already 
water stressed. Data centres have 
been marked as ‘Critical National 
Infrastructure’ which means water 
companies could be required to 
prioritise data centre water supply 
over households in times of scarcity. 
According to the Environment 
Agency, England could face a 
shortfall of 5 billion litres of water 
a day by 2055 if urgent action isn’t 
taken to futureproof our resources.

6
million

Funds committed to retrain 1000 
North Sea Oil and Gas workers 
after a successful pilot project in 
Scotland. This should be scaled up 
on a needs basis. Ed

30%

Of new cars sold in the UK are now 
fully electric according to the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers. With the 
vehicles themselves now cheaper 
than fossil cars and running costs 
around £650 a year cheaper, this 
trend can only accelerate.

Quotes of the Month
 “It is an oddity of human character that the west’s pro-fossil backlash 
should peak just as the scientific facts [about climate change] on the 
ground become so evident, the costs so clear and the alternative 
technologies so easily and cheaply available”. Daily Telegraph, world 
economics editor Ambrose Evans-Pritchard who is actually talking 
not about the perversity “of human character” but that of  the “West’s” 
leading power. Ed

“Crowds braved record heat to attend US president Donald Trump’s 
grand 4 July celebrations in Washington on Saturday, until sharp 
winds, thunder and lightning prompted evacuations and the scene 
descended into chaos, anger and confusion”. Agence France-Presse  

“Net-zero isn’t a slogan. It is a goal based on incontrovertible 
scientific evidence, and it is under attack from parties not just on 
the hard right but also on the centre right…When we choose…
not to feel the heat, or to acknowledge its dangers – we are not 
being brave. We’re seeking comfort in denial.”  Ellen Halliday 
Prospect

New on the Blog
•	 Drill baby drill or cry baby 

cry?  The energy sector and 
long-term job security

•	 How hot is too hot?

•	 Motion on a transformative 
approach to the fossil fuel 
energy crisis

TUCAN Blog

Subscribe to the GJA Newsletter greenerjobsalliance.co.uk

•	 Air pollution and other climate 
risks – time to ramp up the 
pressure
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Green Bites

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-29/fossil-fuel-subsidies-to-hit-1-trillion-in-war-s-energy-price-shock-un-says?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-06-30&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+World+Bank+retires+climate+goal+Europe+heatwave+continues+Trump+wind+payoffs
https://news.sky.com/story/a-question-of-fairness-analysis-exposes-those-most-at-risk-of-overheating-and-pollution-13558300?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-06-30&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+World+Bank+retires+climate+goal+Europe+heatwave+continues+Trump+wind+payoffs
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4531664/government-launches-multi-million-grant-scheme-train-oil-gas-workers
https://www.renewableenergymagazine.com/electric_hybrid_vehicles/uk-ev-industry-leaders-welcome-new-smmt-20260706
https://www.carbonbrief.org/eight-facts-about-air-conditioning-amid-an-overheated-global-debate/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Europe+s+10+000+heatwave+deaths+Bangladesh+s+deadly+floods+Global+oil+demand+dips
https://www.carbonbrief.org/dangerous-heat-for-tour-de-france-riders-only-a-question-of-time/?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-07-13&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Europe+s+10+000+heatwave+deaths+Bangladesh+s+deadly+floods+Global+oil+demand+dips
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/insights/publications/not-a-drop-to-drinkhow-britains-data-centre-surge-threatens-water-security?utm_source=Global+Action+Plan+Activators&utm_campaign=a54014a1b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_07_27_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4dc9af0fc0-c28c9a9fd3-360260003
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/drill-baby-drill-or-cry-baby-cry-the-energy-sector-and-long-term-job-security/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/how-hot-is-too-hot/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/motion-on-a-transformative-approach-to-the-fossil-fuel-energy-crisis/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk/air-pollution-and-other-climate-risks-time-to-ramp-up-the-pressure/
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tj/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTE3NzgwNzczMjIyNDk1MDUsXCJyXCI6MTkxNzc4MDk2NzYzODk2OTA5fSIsInMiOiI5ZWUxMzg3YTk5MmYwOWFkIn0
https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTIyMzAwOTI2Mzc3MzQ2NDMsXCJyXCI6MTkyMjMwMTY1MTQ3ODEzMDE1fSIsInMiOiJmYmZhY2MxN2Q0YmQ4MWFiIn0
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/world/environment-news/climate-change/73947/heatwave-sceptics-reveal-our-climate-delusion?utm_source=cbnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-06-29&utm_campaign=Daily+Briefing+Europe+s+heatwave+linked+to+1+300+deaths+Court+blocks+EPA+coal+regs+UK+energy+storage
https://twitter.com/GJAlliance
https://www.instagram.com/greenerjobsalliance/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Greener-Jobs-Alliance/100057637082517/
https://greenerjobsalliance.co.uk

